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THE FORM AND MANNER 


Of ordaining Ministers in the New Jerusalem Church, as here- 
tofore used in the Churches of Baltimore and Philadelphia. 


AT the time appointed, the ordaining minister may introduce 
Divine Service, with such appropriate passages from the Holy 
Scriptures, followed by a hymn and prayer, as to him may seem 
proper, concluding with the Lorn’s Prayer. 


The Decalogue is next to be read. 


Ifter which, the candidate for ordination shall be presented to 

the ordaining minister, by two old or respectable members of the 

Church, each taking the candidate by the hand, and addressing 
, the minister in the following words: 


We present you this our brother, to be ordained a priest and 
teaching minister in the Lorp’s New Church of The New Jeru- 
salem. : 


The two presenting members will then be seated, after having 
first led the candidate to a@ seat, prepared for him outside the 
railings of the altar. 


Then shall the minister thus proceed : 


Dearly beloved, 


We are now assembled together, for the solemn and important 
purpose of ordatning our friend and brother A. B. into the holy 
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266 REPOSITORY. 
office of a priest and teaching minister of the Lorv’s Wew Church 
of the New Jerusalem, at the special desire and recommendation 
of a society of that Church in , aS a proper person to 
officiate for them in that sacred work, and to inaugurate him into 
that awfully responsible office, by solemn prayer, and imposition 

_ of hands. 

In which solemn work we have to request that you all ‘will 
unite with us, in devoutly imploring the Lorp and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, for his special blessing upon this his servant, and upon 
our present service. 

In his name, therefore, and by his divine permission, we now 
proceed to ordain this our brother. 






















































Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in the heavens, hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come ; Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread ; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 


us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, for ever. men. 


Here the officiating minister, at his own discretion, may add 
the following prayer, omitting the Lorv’s Prayer previous, and 
adding it at the close. 


Most adorable and ever blessed Lonp Gop and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, our only Creator, Redeemer and Regenerator, the infinite 
fountain and source of all power, wisdom and love. To thee we 
now come, as to our Gop and Father, and as the only head of 
thy Church, from whom alone it existeth, and by whom it is, and 
ever will be preserved. To thee alone we look for every blessing, 
and most humbly pray that thou wilt be with us at this time in 
thy holy Temple ; so favouring us with thy divine influence, that 
what we are now met to perform may promote thy glory and 
the prosperity of thy New Church. 

O! bless this thy servant, who is now surrendering himself up 
to thy divine will and service by deveting himself to the ministry 
of thy New Church; and while, with one consent, we receive him 
into that sacred office, and, by the imposition of hands, inaugu- 
rate him into the priesthood, may thy divine spirit rest upon him, 
and dwell peculiarly in him, operating all those heavenly graces, 
virtues and qualifications, which may be necessary for his own 
salvation, and to constitute him a wise, faithful and useful minis- 
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ter of thy Church. Enlighten his understanding with the genuine 
truth of thy most holy word. Enliven his affections with the fire 
of thy love, that he, being first taught by thee, may be enabled, 
through thy divine assistance, to point out to others, both by pre- 
cept and example, the way which leads to everlasting life. 
Direct him in all his duties; support him in every part of the 
work of the ministry; preserve him from all that is evil and false; 
make him an instrument, in thy hands, of great good unto man- 
kind ; and, when he hath finished the work assigned him, may he 


be admitted into thy heavenly kingdom, to be happy for ever. 
Amen. 





The candidate shall then rise; while the minister shall thus 
address him: 


Dost thou believe that it is thy duty, to officiate in the charac- 
ter and office of a priest and teaching minister of the Lorn’s 
New Church P 


Ans. I do. 


And art thou desirous of entering upon that sacred office from 
motives of usefulness to mankind, by studying, preaching and 
promoting the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, accord- 
ing to thy best ability, and not from selfish or worldly views ? 


Ans. f am. 


We then call upon you, in the presence of the Lorp, and be- 
fore this congregation, to declare your faith by making answer 
to the following questions : 


Dost thou believe in the holy word of Gop, contained in all 
those beoks which have an internal sense in series, a8 being the 
foundation of all true religion, as to doctrine, faith and life P 


ins. I do. 


Dost thou believe that this holy word containeth a threefold 
sense, namely, celestial, spiritual, and natural, which are united 
by correspondencies, and that in each sense it is divine truth, 
accommodated respectively to the angels of the three heavens 
and also to men on earth? 


Ans. I do. 


Dost thou cordially believe in all the doctrines of the New 
Jerusalem Church, as set forth in the theological writings of Ema- 
nuel Swedenborg, and that the same are peculiarly given from 
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the Lorp, in these last days, for the spiritual benefit of mankind 
and for the establishment of a New Church in the world, which 
will be the crown of all former Churches, which have heretofore 
existed on this globe of earth, and that this Church will stand for 
ever, in consequence of worshipping one visible Gop, in whom is 
the invisible Jehovah, as the soul is in the body? 


Ans. I do. 


Dost thou believe that JEnovan Gon, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, is one in essence and in person, in whom is a divine 
Trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ?>—Dost thou believe that 
the Lorn and Saviour Jesus Christ is that Gop, and that a sav- 
ing faith is thus to believe in him? 


Ans. I do. 


. Dost thou believe that Jehovah Gon himself came down from 
heaven as Divine Truth, which is the Word, and teok upon him 
human nature, for the purpose of removing evil, or hell, from 
man, of restoring all things to order, and of preparing the way 
for a New Church upon earth, and that herein consists the true 
nature of redemption, which was effected solely by the omnipo- 
tence of the Lorn’s Divine Humanity ? 


Ans. I do. 


Dost thou believe that, immediately on the death of the mate- 
rial body, (which will never be re-assumed) man rises again, as 
to his spiritual or substantial body, wherein he existeth in a per- 
fect human form; and thus that death is only a continuation of 
life > 

ns. I do. 


Dost thou believe that the state and condition of man after 
death is according to his past life in this world, and that the pre- 
dominant love, which he takes with him into the spiritual world, 
continues with him for ever ? 


Ans. I do. 


Dost thou believe that the two sacraments of Baptism and the 
Holy Supper are standing institutions of the holy word, and to be 
observed in the Lorp’s New Church, the uses of which are now 
revealed, together with the spiritual sense of the Word ? 


Ans. I do. 
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Dost thou believe that the Last Judgment, (so called) which 
consisteth in an exploration and condemnation of the errors and 
the evil lusts of the former Christian Church, has already taken’ 
place, agreeably to the testimony of Emanuel Swedenborg, and 
hence that the former heaven, and the former earth, are passed 
away, and that “ all things are become new ?”’ 


‘ins. I do. 


Dost thou believe that now is the second advent of the Lorp, 
which is a coming, not in person, but in the power and glory of 
his holy word, and that this advent has been effected by means 
of his servant Emanuel Swedenborg, before whom he manifested 
himself; and whom he filled with his spirit, in order that he might 
thereby be enabled to teach the doctrines of the New Church, by 
the Word, from him ? 


fins. I do. 


And dost thou determine, from this day forward, faithfully to 
teach and preach the doctrines of this Church, (according to what 
thou hast now declared) maintain its ordinances, and order thy 
life accordingly, through the divine assistance of Tue Lorp 
Jesus Curist P 


ins. I do. - 


Then shall the minister say: 
The Lorp bless thee, and enable thee so to do faithfully. 


The minister shall now lay his right hand upon the head of the 
person to be ordained ; at the same time reading the following 
consecration from the Word: 


‘Jesus said unto his disciples, Peace be unto you! As the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you; And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them, and said unto them, receive ye the 
Holy Ghost.”? John xx. 21, 22. 

** Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature: he that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved, and 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark xvi. 15, 16. 

“The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few; pray 
ye, therefore, the Lonp of the harvest, that he would send forth 
more labourers into his harvest. Go vour ways, behold I send 
you forth as lambs amongst wolves : He that heareth you heareth 
me, and he that despiseth you despiseth me ; and he that despiseth 
me despiseth him that sent me.”? Luke x. 2, 3, 16. 
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“ Go yE, THEREFORE, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 


you. And lo! I am with you always, even to the end of the 
world.”” Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 


The minister shall then address the newly ordained brother, as 
follows: 


My respected and beloved brother, 

As the Lorp, in his providence, hath now made choice of you 
to be a priest and teaching minister in his Wew Church of the New 
Jerusalem, be you ever mindful of the sanctity of the work to 
which you are called. To you now belongeth the important of- 
fice of conducting public worship, of celebrating the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper, marriages, baptisms and funerals, and of per- 
forming all holy rites and ordinances of the Church, excepting 
that of ordaining other priests and ministers. 

Let your deportment, therefore, be such as becometh the ever- 
lasting Gespel. 

Be faithful to the charge committed to your trust: be diligent 
to instruct, patient to endure, faithful to reprove, and sincere in 
all your actions, words and thoughts; having this one thing al- 
ways in view, to please the Lorn, and to be useful in his Church. 


Here the minister may close the service with the Lonv’s Prayer, 
and the benediction ; or, ascend the pulpit, whilst an appropriate 


hymn is sung, and deliver the following 


ADDRESS, 

By way of instruction and illustration respecting the nature of 
the Priesthood, and the subject of Ordination, in the New Je- 
rusalem Church. 


Extracts from the “ Heavenly Doctrines of the N. J.” 


« The ordination of ministers, or priests, is effected by prayer 
and the imposition of hands, because this signifieth communica- 
tion of life from the Lorn; and at the same time denotes illumi- 
nation and the power of instruction, which particularly have 
respect to the ministerial office.” 

‘“‘ Priests are to teach men the way to heaven, and likewise to 
Jead them therein. They are to teach them according to the 
doctrine of their Church, derived from the Word; and they are 
to lead them to live according to such doctrine. 
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« Such priests as teach the doctrine of truth, and lead their 
flock thereby to goodness of life, and so to the Lorp, are the 
good shepherds: but such priests as only teach, but do not lead 
to goodness of life, are the evil shepherds.” 

‘‘ Priests ought not to claim to themselves any power over the 
souls of men, inasmuch as they cannot discern the true state of _ 
the heart or interiors of man: much less ought they to claim the 
power of opening and shutting the kingdom of heaven; because 
such power belongeth to the Lorp alone.” 

‘¢ Dignity and honour ought to be paid unto priests, on account 
of the sanctity of their office; but a wise priest giveth all such 
honour unto the Lorn, from whom all sanctity cometh, and not 
unto himself; whereas, an unwise priest attributeth the honour to 
himself, and taketh it from the Lorp.” 

«“ They who claim honour to themselves on account of the 
sanctity of their office, prefer honour and wealth to the salvation 
of the souls committed to their care; but they who give honour to 
the Lorp and not to themselves*prefer the salvation of souls to 
honour and wealth.” 

‘¢ The honour of any employment is not in the person of him, 
who is employed therein, but is annexed to him on account of the 
dignity of the office in which he is employed; and what is thus 
annexed doth not belong to the-person employed, but to the em- 
ployment, being separated from the person, when he is separated 
trom the office.” 

‘¢ Priests ought to instruct the people, and lead them by the 
truth of doctrine to goodness and righteousness of life; but they 
ought not in matters of faith, on any account, to use compulsion, 
inasmuch as no one can be compelled to believe contrary to the 
dictates of his understanding. Every person ought to be allowed 
the peaceable enjoyment of his religious opinions, however they 

may differ from the priest’s, on condition that he maintaineth them 
quietly and peaceably; but if he maketh disturbance thereby, he 
ought then to be separated from the community; for this is ac- 
cording to the laws of order, whereon the priesthood is established.” 


After this, the subject may be enlarged upon, in the charge or 
address to the candidate, at the discretion of the ordaining wi- 
nister. 


The whole is then to be concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and 
benediction. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


On the use, in religious creeds, of certain terms not to be found 
in the Sacred Scriptures. 


TO YHE EDITORS OF THE REPOSITORY. 
(zentlemen, 


The establishment of your magazine, which has a considerable 
circulation amongst the members of the Old Church, cannot fail 
to be productive of much benefit, in disseminating the principles 
of the New Jerusalem. As I presume it is your intention to ad- 
mit into your columns useful discussions upon doctrinal points, 
where the object is evidently the investigation of truth for its own 
sake, I feel assured that inquiring men of all denominations will 
add to the interest of your miscellany by occasional communica- 
tions. Truth can never be so clearly displayed as by contrast 
with its opposite ; and nothing can more effectually exhibit a con- 
trast than an argumentative @icussion. As soon as men are re- 
solute enough to cast off the shackles, which early education and 
long established opinions, derived from human creeds, have rivet- 
ted upon their minds, and are determined to inquire for them- 
selves in matters of theology, then, and not until then, will the 
Word of God be consulted in preference to the decrees of coun- 
ceils and the arbitrary dogmas of Churches; and then will the 
truths ‘of the New Dispensation be seen in as clear a light by 
millions, as they are now beheld by thousands. 

Any. unprejudiced mind can perceive, that in the theology of 
modern days, certain dogmatical propositions are first laid down 
as truths, which must be believed as matters of faith, and to reason 
concerning which is- pronounced to be absolute heresy. To these 
assumed principles, all the sublime and holy truths of the Word 
of God, which breathes, throughout its sacred pages, a spirit of 
love and mercy to rebellious man, are made to bend; and so blind 
become the eyes of those who are led away by these traditions of 
men, that they can see nothing but what is in accordance with 
their favourite and pre-conceived opinions. You will hear a vo- 
cabulary of words and phrases perpetually resounded from the 
pulpit, as conveying the orthodox sentiments of Christianity, 
which are not to be found in the Bible ; and so contented are the 
great mass of professing Christians to trust their eternal welfare to 
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what they are told by others, that they scarcely think it worth 
while to seek for truth at the Fountain Head. 

At the consummation of the Jewish Church, which was accom- 
plished at the period of the first advent of our Lord, it appears 
that one of the charges advanced against the heads of that Church, 
was, making the Word of God of none effect by their traditions. 
It behoves Christians, at the present day, when the Lord has 
made his second appearance in the power and glory of his Holy 
Word, by revealing the spiritual sense thereof, to be watchful that 
there be no cause for a repetition of this awful denunciation. Let 
them in humility study the sacred volume, and earnestly pray to 
the Lord, in the language of the Psalmist, that he would open 
their eyes, that they might behold wondrous things out of his law. 
This, and this alone, is the way of acquiring true doctrine; and 
those who drink at the fountain of living waters, will readily 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God, for God will open their 
understandings, that they may understand the Scripiures, as he 
did to his disciples of old. = 

Amongst the expressions which appear most prominent in the 
sermons and compositions of modern theologians, are the follow- 
ing : Atonement, Three Persons in the Godhead, Divine Justice, 
Satisfaction, Vicarious Sufferings, Expiation, Reprobation, Pre- 
destination, Adam’s Fall, Original Sin, and Covenant of Grace. 
In order that I might be satisfied as to the existence or non-ex- 
istence of these terms in the Scriptures, I have carefully examin- 
ed Cruden’s Concordance, which is probably the most correct one 
extant ; and the following has been the result of my investigation. 

AtTonEMENT. This word occurs frequently in the Old Testa- 
ment in relation to the Jewish sacrifices. As I am not acquaint- 
ed with the Hebrew language, I cannot pretend to define the 
meaning of the original word, or to testify to the assertion, that 
the same word, which is rendered atonement in some places, is 
differently translated in others.. In the New Testament, atone- 
ment is to be found but once, and that is in Romans v. 11, where 
it is also rendered, in the margin, reconciliation. Upon reference 
to the original, I find the Greek word to be katallagés, which also 
occurs in two other places, viz. 2 Corinth. v. 18, 19, but, in both 
these passages, it is translated reconciliation. In Schrevelius’s 
Lexicon, the Latin translation of this word is simply reconcili- 


atio, the root from which our English term reconciliation is 
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derived. The verb, also, whence katallagés is deduced, occurs in 
several passages besides, where it is translated reconcile, recon- 
ciled, but never atone or atoned. Having then established the 
fact, that the word used by St. Paul was reconciliation, it remains 
for us to show, that, in not one single passage of his writing’s, 
does he thereby intimate a change of mind or determination ov 
God's part, which is implied in the commonly received doctrine 
of atonement, but invariably on the part of man. In support of 
this assertion, the following quotations are adduced : 

‘That he might reconcile both unto God.”? Eph. ii. 16. 

‘¢ By him to reconcile all things unto himself.” Col. i. 20. 

** And you, that were sometime alienated, and enemies in 
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled.” Col. i. 21. 

‘‘ If, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the recon- 
ciliation, (or atonement.)” Rom. v. 10, 11. 

¢ And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion; to wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us ; 
we pray you, in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 2 Co- 
rinth. v. 18, 19, 20. 

From a view of all these passages, as well as the general tenor 
of the Bible, which is so strongly confirmatory of the great truth, 
that God desireth not the death of a sinner, but is always ready 
to forgive and to love the penitent, without demanding any sacri- 
fice to appease him, except the sacrifice, on man’s part, of his na- 
tural, worldly, and selfish affections, represented in the Jewish 
Church by the sacrifice of beasts, I am compelled to conclude that 
the doctrine of atonement, built upon the idea that by the suffer- 
ings of Christ, God became reconciled to man, is one of those tra- 
ditions of men, by which the Word of God is rendered of none 
effect. 

Turee Persons in the Godhead. The expression of three 
persons is not to be found, either in the Old or New Testament ; 
neither is it warranted by any passages that I can discover. That 
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there is, however, a trinity of Principles or Essentials, consist- 
ing of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in the One Person of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, just as in every individual man 
there is a trinity of principles, composed of soul, body, and ope- 
ration, is established by abundant testimony, of which I shall 
quote a few examples. 


St. Paul, speaking of Christ, says, “In Him dwelleth all the — 


fulness of the Godhead bodily, and in Hi ye are complete.” St. 
John says, “ There are three that bear record in heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and these three are ONE,” 
and thus manifestly not three distinct persons. The Lord sent his 
disciples into the world, with orders to “ teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, and that his disciples did not hereby understand 
three distinct, separate and self-subsisting persons as held in the 
orthodoxy of the present day, is evident from the fact, which is 
upon record in the Acts of the Apostles, that they uniformly bap- 
tized, in every single instance where the particular mode is ex- 
pressed, in the name of the Lord Jesus alone. Here is testimony 
of the most decided and unequivocal character, that the primitive 
Christians considered the Trinity, as existing not in three per- 
sons, but in one, and when we hear the Lord himself say, “ He 
that seeth me, seeth the Father,” how presumptuous must that man 
be, who dare contradict it, by asserting that the Father is a dis- 
tinct person from the Son. If this be not wresting the Scriptures 
to their ruin, and making the Word of God of none effect by hu- 
man traditions, we know not what can be so considered. 

Divine Justice. From hearing the terrors of the law daily 
and incessantly proclaimed from our pulpits, one would be in- 
clined to suppose, that such a prominent expression as Divine 
Justice was to be found conspicuous upon every page of the Bi- 
ble; but, strange as it may appear, it does not once occur either 
in the Old or New Testament. Even the word Justice, unaccom- 
panied with the epithet Divine, is not introduced once in the lat- 
ter book, where the threats of the law are supposed to be the most 
awful. 

SATISFACTION does not occur once in the New Testament, and 
but twice in the Old, where it relates to the taking of satisfaction 
for the life of a murderer, and for one that has fled for refuge. 
Neither is the verb satisfy used in any of its moods or tenses, as 
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implying any thing like an idea that God, or his Divine Justice, 
requires satisfaction: but, on the contrary, wherever it is men- 
tioned as between God and man, it is the latter who is to be sa- 
tisfied. The use of this word, like reconciliation, has, by the vain 
traditions of men, been complettly transposed from the creature 
to the Creator; and thus the Almighty Father has been repre- 
sented as entertaining a hatred to his children, which required, 
before he would be reconciled to them, that he should have 
satisfaction for the sins of mankind. Alas! what satisfaction can 
a Parent, infinite in love, desire, except that which arises from be- 
holding the objects of his tender solicitude turn unto him in sin- 
cerity of heart, repent them of their evils, and follow him in the 
regeneration P 

Vicarrovus SurFEerRinGs is not to be found in ether Testament. 

Expiration does not occur in the New Testament, and but 
once in the Old. The verb expiate is not used in either book. 

REPROBATION, PREDESTINATION, ADAM’s FALL, ORIGINAL 

Sin, and Covenant or Grace, do not once occur in the whole 
Bible. 
_ These facts, which have no doubt escaped the observation of 
many inquiring Christians, ought at least to excite their attentipn, 
and lead them to reflect, before they blindly embrace the preva- 
lent tenets of the day. It is all in vain to endeavour to impose 
upon intelligent beings, the absurd proposition, that, in matters 
of faith, reason is to be blindfolded ; and it is a perseverance in 
this heretical dogma, which has driven so vast a portion of the 
Christian world into infidelity. Religion is in harmony with 
reason, and, although the mysteries of faith may be, and are, above 
human reason, they never can be in opposition thereto. 

If Jesus Christ be a Divine Being, he must be the sole Divipe 
Being, or else there must be more Divine Beings than one. 

If there be more Divine Beings than one, each of whom is dis- 
tinct not only in person, but in attributes, there must be a plura- 
lity of Gods. 

If the Godhead be composed of a trinity of persons, neither the 
Father, nor the Son, nor the Holy Ghost can be God, inasmuch 
as each one is but the third part of what constitutes one God. 

Such is the dilemma in which the Christian Charch is inevita- 
bly involved, when urged upon this fundamental doctrine; and 
it is no wonder that such pains are taken to impress upon the 
minds of inquirers, that reason has nothing to do with faith. 
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I confess to you, gentlemen, that this point was the one re+ 
specting which I first doubted, prior to my acquaintance with the 
doctrines of the New Church, and which first aroused me to in- 
vestigate for myself. My understanding was convinced, that the 
doctrine of a trinity of persons was not in accordance with ra- 
tionality ; and, as a rational accountable agent, I felt myself call- 
ed upon, in a manner which I could not resist, to obey the com- 
mandment of the Lord, wherein he says, “ Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye thimk ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of Mx.” I did so; and, by the Divine aid, have been 
enabled to see and acknowledge, that the Jzenovan of the Old 
Testament, the Creator of the Universe, in the fulness of time 
became manifest in the flesh, by assuming the human nature, in 
the person of Jzsus Curist, and that thus the Father, or Divine 
Essence, the Son, or Divine Humanity, and the Holy Ghost, or 
Divine Proceeding Energy, are united together in the one person 
of the glorified Redeemer ; and thus they constitute properly, and 
in the true sense of the term, Onze Gop. 

I truly congratulate my fellow Christians of the New Church, 
that this blessed truth is every day gaining ground, amongst 
individuals of all the prevailing denominations ; and I have not a 
doubt, but that it would soon be very generally received, if it 
were not, that the whole fabric of modern orthodoxy, which is 
built upon the doctrine of a plurality of Divine Beings, would, 
in that case, have to be abandoned. ‘This, you are aware, would 
not be an agreeable surrender ; for few things are more painful to 
the feelings of a man, than to find, after years spent in confirm- 
ing himself in a particular system, that he must give it up, and 
unlearn it. C. R. 


ee SS ae 


The following essay on the resurrection of the material body, 
in which the author agrees, as to some things, with the doctrines 
of the New Jerusalem, as it shows a liberality of opinion, and an 
independent spirit of inquiry, gives great occasion to hope, that 
further investigation, in the same temper, will eventually make 
him not “ almost,” but “ altogether’? a New Churchman. The 
Editors do not hold themselves responsible for the sentiments 
contained in this piece ; but leave them tothe judgment of their 
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readers, who will be able, for themselves, without difficulty, to 
see how far they agree or disagree with the doctrines of the New 
Jerusalem. 


ESSAY 
On the Resurrection of the Material Body. 


** So God created man in his own image.” Gen. i. 27. 


© And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the zround, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Gen. ii. 7. 


“ Till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken, for dust 
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Gen. iii. 19. 


In these few words, we have a concise view of the origin, pro- 
sress, and termination of the human race. They form a copious 
subject for reflection; and, in connexion with other paris of the 
Sacred Volume, lead us to contemplate the nature of the resur- 
rection to another state of existence. 

In referring to the Ist Genesis, we find that the two last days 
of the creation were employed by the Almighty in bringing into 
life the various classes of animated nature, birds, fish, cattle, 
beasts, and creeping things, terminating the whole by his most 
perfect production, man: “ Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness.” See also Ch. 5. v. 1, 2. : 

Since the different classes of gnimals vary greatly in structtre, 
according to the nature of thé’food they are to employ, as in the 
number, form, and structure of their teeth, stomach, &c. as is de- 
veloped by comparative anatomy, ail nevertheless displaying the 
greatest wisdom in adaptation to their peculiar habits of life,— 
we may demand if such diversity existed at the creation, and be- 
fore permission was given to eat flesh? It is presumed that, be- 
fore the Fall, the lion and the lamb were, in common with all 
other animals, equally confined to vegetable food; as we have no- 
thing contrary to this view of the subject, but it being expressly 
stated, that ** every green herb for meat” was given to them, we 
- are, I think, led to regard this as an example of the prescience of 
the Deity, who, foreknowing the Fall of Man, prepared him, be-. 
forehand, and a large proportion of inferior animals with organs, 
adapted both for animal and for vegetable food; whilst others 
were to be confined to the one or the other solely, so as to be un- 
affected by the change that was to ensue. ‘ 
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In the terms employed to distinguish the cattle, beasts, &c. a 
vast classification is confounded; but man has a word appropri-. 
ated to himself, (Apam) signifying either the clay of which he 
was made, or (as Dr. Parkhurst more properly, I think, concludes 
it to be,) the appellative name of the human race, because created 
in the likeness of God. (Gen. v. 1, 2.) It may indeed be appli- 
cable both to his spiritual and corporeal similitudes. But how- 
ever this be, the term is applied to man specifically, and to man 
alone, evincing thereby his superiority over the other objects of 
animated nature. 

But whence arises this superiority ? Not from corporeal quali- 
fications, certainly ; for in these he is exceeded by numerous ani- 
mals, whom, nevertheless, (even in the most savage and uncul- 
tivated state,)“man has uniformly subjected to his will, or driven 
from their pristine habitations. From this, it should seem, that 
it is not education simply that affords such superiority: for the 
most uncultivated savage, independently of the fortuitous advan- 
tages of fire-arms, would probably far.exceed the most learned 
European, in successfully repelling the hostile invasions of fero- 
cious animals. It is the likeness to the Deity, in which all man- 
kind is formed, which gives him the supremacy; for he is excell- 
ed in strength by the lion, the tiger, the elephant—in agility by 
the horse, the monkey, (his terrestrial counterpart,) and by all, in 
the means of acquiring his daily support, until many years have 
passed over his head. 

The * os homini sublime dedit,” &c. is a mere poetic picture, 
which will equally apply to the ouran outang as to man; but with 
whom we should not wish to be identified. The likeness to the 
Deity, therefore, I conceive to be something beyond the mere ex- 
ternal figure, that was impressed, at creation, on the dust of the 
earth, of whith man was formed. It is obvious, he possesses 
more than a mere vital principle: this he holds in common with 
vegetable matter, and with the beasts that perish ; and that part 
of man, which, by means of the vital principle, connects him 
with the inferior grades of creation, like those inferior grades, af- 
ter its separation by death, passes away into other forms of mat- 
ter, never again to be united as before. The likeness of the 
Deity, the * living soul,” then leaves its tenement of clay, and 

lives forever, clothed in a spiritual form, in another state of be- 
ing; its material covering of flesh being left a prey for worms. 
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It must then needs be this intellectual spark to which Moses 
adverts, that constitutes him the Lord of creation. It would, 
however, be difficult to demonstrate, beyond all dispute, that 
some slight degree of the same intelligence is not actually bestow- 
ed on, at least, some of the inferior orders, when we view the la- 
bours of the beaver, and the providence of many animals, in pre- 
paring their winter stores, together with the sagacity of the dog, 
&c. all of which, although denominated instinct, (superior some- 
times to our boasted reason) imply somewhat beyond mere cor- 
poreal excellence, conjoined to a principle of vitality. 

In the notes of the learned Dr. Clarke, on the verses enume- 
rated, and others, he tells us, some have supposed that God 
speaks to the angels, when he says, «* Let us make man.” And 
he objects, that, before admitting this, it is necessary to prove,— 
1. That angels were then created,—2. That they could assist ina 
work of creation,—3. That they were themselves made in the 
image of God. 

Without entering into this controversy, I may be allowed to 
remark, that, if we credit the rebellion of Satan against the Di- 
vine Majesty, and his expulsion, with the other apostate angels, 
from heaven, we must infer their existence, prior to the creation 
of Adam, since we find the Devil almost immediately tempting our 
first parents to sin; at least, we have reason to think so; for Cain 
was not born until after their expulsion from Paradise; and, as 
Adam and Eve were created perfect, and adults, we have a right 
to presume his birth to have taken place within a year from their 
creation. 

It is easy also to imagine the angels to have acted a subordinate 
part in creation, being the mere operative agents of divine will : 
and that they were made in the image of God, cannot be doubted, 
when we find man spoken of, as only “a little lower than the an- 
gels,”’—and if * a little lower,” and yet made in the divine image, 
we must presume them to have been, at least, as advantageously 
formed, as their acknowledged inferiors. 

I proceed now to a cursory view of the 7th verse of the 2d 
Genesis, quoted at the commencement of these observations ; and 
here we evidently trace a threefold state of man. He is formed 
of dust, corporeal ; to which is added a principle of vitality, he 
‘breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,” and by which he 
could merely rank (if so,) with the beasts of the field, &c. but to 
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those are superadded “ the living soul,” which stamped him with 
the image of his Divine Architect. The body alone is formed of 
dust; that is, consists of principles common to inanimate matter 
around. The vital spark, or breath of life, is maintained in its 
operation, through the instrumentality of various causes, which 
God has rendered essential to it; and which are always acting, 
to the last moment of expiring life. Such are the processes of 
digestion, respiration, sanguification, &c. : and hence, when these 
are suspended by any cause, the vital principle is no longer ope- 
rative, and death ensues. The earthly or corporeal part becomes 
now submissive to sundry agencies, which could not operate, 
whilst opposed by the * breath of life ;’—putrefaction takes place, 
and the liberated particles of elementary matter now escape, and 
enter into other forms of existence, either vegetable, animal, or 
mineral. The “living soul” returns to God, to answer for the 
deeds done in the body, the passive instrument of man’s virtuous 
or vicious actions ; for it is evident, that, but for the presence of 
the “living soul,”? man could only rank with the animals around, 
whom we cannot conceive to be the objects of Divine displeasure. 
The “ breath of life,”’ then, is the medium of corporeal and spiri- 
tual existence; deprived of which, whilst the soul seeks its native 
sky, the body, equally with the beasts of the field, must sink into 
oblivion. Hence it is, that the chief of' our nourishment is de- 
rived from them ; the vital principle incorporating (if I may so 
say) either with the other. But the soul distinctly marks us of 
Divine connexion: it is the renewal of creation itself ;-—for a soul 
must be created, at the formation of every human body! Inde- 
pendent of this Divine emanation, this likeness of the Deity, the 
various classes of animals are, in their respective stations, equal- 
ly perfect with ourselves; and ought, therefore, equally to be 
subject to the regard or displeasure of their Maker ! 

We are brought on now, to consider the principal subject of 
this communication more particularly ; viz. the resurrection to 
another state of existence—and here I cannot but express my 
astonishment at the diversity of sentiment, which exists in the 
Christian world on this, to us, most interesting subject of our be- 
lief. What would this world be, were we not all anxiously in 
expectation of a better? Or how could we reconcile the evils 
which the good experience here, and the flourishing state (I do 
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not say happy) of the wicked, with the mercy, the justice of hea- 
ven, were it not for a future distribution of rewards and punish- 
ments, which we anticipate beyond the grave ? 

In what form we may arise into another state, and with what 
investiture clothed, itis perhaps beyond the ken of man to know. 
We may, however, be enabled to ascertain with what of our pre- 
sent state we shall not rise: and my present object is to show, 
that it is physically impossible, both from reason and revelation, 
that our present body can form a portion of that spiritual one, 
which is to exist to all eternity. 

In order to prove this, it is requisite that it be conceded to me, 
that (I write with reverential] awe) God cannot perform an impos- 
sibility! It will be admitted, then, that the same identical por- 
tion of matter cannot, by any power, be made to exist in two 
separate and independent places, at one and the same time; and 
if this be granted to me, I think the evidence against the resur- 
rection of the body must be allowed by every one. 

We have already seen that Adam was formed from the dust of 
the earth: we are afterwards informed in the Scriptures, that 
(Gen. ii. 21.) “ The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up 
the flesh instead thereof. And the rib, which the Lord God had 
taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the 
man,” &c. Now, were there not other parts sufficiently express 
against the resurrection of the body, this alone would be adequate 
to disprove it; for, if it is the identical body that is to be raised, 
it may be asked, why, as Eve was formed trom Adam, her body 
should not be raised as a part of his? for otherwise his body 
would be raised in an imperfect state ; but if raised as a part of 
Adam, then what becomes of Eve’s corporeal resurrection P 

If we proceed, however, to review the 19th verse, Sd chapter 
of Genesis, quoted at the head of these remarks, we find it ex- 
pressly stated by God himself, that he was to return to the dust, 
from whence he was taken. Now, as this judgment could only 
refer to his body, which alone was derived from that source, we 
perceive an absolute negation to any chance of the future rising 
of the body. Is any text in Scripture as strongly, by any sophis- 
tical induction, in favour of such an event, as this is against it F 
A proof of the resurrection has been deduced from the passage 
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«‘ that God is the God of Abraham,” &c. “‘ Now God is not a God 
of the dead, but of the living,” Matt. xxii. 32. And here, it is 
presumed, the resurrection of the body is implied: but I would 
ask, what is Abraham’s dead body, without his living soul? A 
mere mass of corruptible matter, capable of decomposition into 
its pristine elements, a part of which, before his birth, had been 
derived from his parents, and subsequently, the remainder from 
the aliments he received; aliments derived from animals and ve- 
getables, (fit subjects, certainly, for a celestial habitation!) and, 
by digestion, converted into a homogeneous mass, which was de- 
posited by the blood vessels in every part. Now, these materials, 
drawn from ten thousand different sources, all finally resolve 
themselves into the offspring of vegetation : but vegetables derive 
their support from the water, air, and earth around them; and 
hence their elements, and those of all animated beings, deriving 
their support from those, must ultimately be resolved into those 
elementary particles which go to form the class of vegetables. 
Hence then, a chain of continued changes exists in matter, which 
now constitutes a part of an animal, a vegetable, or mineral sub- 
stance, or exists uncombined amongst the gasses of the atmo- 
sphere. 

Until this mass of elementary materials is animated by the 
‘“‘ breath of life,” it is truly related to the dust of the earth. Even 
this only places man on a footing with the beasts that perish ; 
and with equal propriety might we contend for the resurrection 
of the bodies of both. It is the bright effulgence of the Deity ex- 
isting within his tenement of clay, the divine emanation of the 
Deity, his soul, that enables man to aspire to the regions of im- 
mortality. It is that part alone, created for this purpose, at. his 
first formation, that can, in reason, be answerable for the deeds 
done in the body; and which, after the breath of life, the link of 
union between soul and body, is removed, alone rises to its native 
heaven; for we are told expressly, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

It appears to follow, from what has been said, (and much more, 
if necessary, might be said,) that that portion of the creed of the 
Church of England, called the Apostles’ Creed, (although not 
framed by those holy men, and unknown as such, until long after 
their labours on earth had ceased) which asserts our belief in 
the resurrection of the body, is erroneously ascribed to the 
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apostles.* St. Paul, who principally maintains the doctrines of 
the resurrection, no where asserts that it is the same body that is 
deposited, which rises into another state of existence. It is 
sown (says he) a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.” 
1 Cor. 15th Ch. He speaks uniformly of the resurrection of the 
dead, but not of the body. Nay, he even expressly tells us, in 
the same chapter above referred to, v. $7, * Thou sowest not 


that body that shall be.”? What testimony more express can be 
desired ?+ 


In St. Paul’s speech to Agrippa, he says, ** Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible to raise the dead ?” In this, and other 
passages, I presume the term dead to indicate merely the solution 
of that union, which, by means of the vital principle, had existed 
between the soul and body. But since the soul does not die, it 
might be objected that the resurrection of the dead would not 


* The ten commandments are expressly delivered to Moses by God him- 
self; our Saviour equally delivers to his disciples that prayer designated by 
his name; but we no where find an Apostles’ Creed, either in the Acts, the 
Gospels, or the numerous Epistles written to the various Churches, &c. by 
their own hands! Nor is there any part of the Old or New Testament, (per- 
haps excepting a passage in Job, but the correctness of the translation of 
which is doubted by Bishop Newton) which implies that the body is raised. 

I may here notice incidentally, as worthy of remark, that, in that short but 
comprehensive prayer, our Saviour teaches us to address “ Our Father, who 
‘art in heaven,” but gives no intimation of any address to be made to him or 
the Holy Spirit distinct from God the Father, as apparently should be the 
case, ifa Trinity of Persons, of equal majesty, &c. existed in the Godhead. 
Now, as Jesus Christ expressly tells us, He and the Father are one, it follows 
that prayer ought to be made to one only God, the Father of light and life. 
And it also is worthy of special notice, that God, in the very first command- 
ment, says, “ Thou shalt have no other Gods but me.”—But certainly if wor- 
ship be paid to three persons in one Godhead, we either worship two more 
besides the Supreme Jehovah, or we divide the Deity in such sort, as certainly 
negatives the idea of an individual, self-existing God ! 


{ Bishop Newton has given us, in his 6th Vol. a most able discourse upon 
the General Resurrection, (Diss. 58, p. 266) and he is amongst the most or- 
thodox divines of the Church of England ; yet his whole arguments go to dis- 
prove the resurrection of the body, and even to show that the words so trans- 
Jated will not bear that meaning. It is well worth the perusal of every 
friend to free inquiry after truth, and is earnestly recommended to the at- 
tentive consideration of every minister of the Church. 
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apply to the soul. It appears to be a mode of speech, implying 
the resurrection of that principle, which can alone exist indepen- 
dent of the body; and is more in accommodation to our imper- 
fect conceptions of the manner in which their union had been 
maintained. I mean not, however, to undertake to resolve the 
difficulties connected with this unknown principle ; but merely to 
endeavour to support the opinion I set off with, that the body is 
not the subject of a resurrection. I leave to divines and meta- 
physicians those more intricate questions, and shall be satisfied, 
if I can aid in removing a heresy which appears, even in the days 
of St. Paul, to have been a stumbling block to the reception of the 
truths he taught; and which his writings, on several occasions, 
seem intended to obviate. 

In a subsequent verse of the chapter, in which his intercourse 
with Agrippa is recorded, (Acts 26th) he goes on to say, that he 
is witnessing “ that Christ should suffer, and that he should be 
the first that should rise from the dead,” &c. 

Now here is adilemma, which I cannot well comprehend ; and 
should be happy to have the subject explained by some of your 
correspondents. It is evident that, corporeally, Christ was not 
the first who rose from the dead; for, centuries before, the Shu- 
namite’s son was restored to life, and likewise the son of the 
widow of Zeraphath; so also the man who came to life, on 
touching Elisha’s bones. The resurrection from the dead of La- 
zarus, and of others, by the divine power of Christ himself, and 
of the saints, at the moment of his death, all confirm this position. 

Neither, I think, can it be said that Christ arose spiritually, 
first, unless the souls of Adam and his posterity actually remain 
in a state of quiescence, until the general consummation of all 
things. But where they remain, when separated by death from 
their tenement of clay, and its complete destruction by putrefac- 
tion, &c. has never been pointed out by the favourers of. this 
opinion. The cases of resurrection above mentioned, especially 
of the saints, at the time of the crucifixion, are difficult to be 
comprehended on either side of the question ; for, if the soul was 
separated from the body, then it was here again united before the 
general resurrection, and therefore not quiescent. These are, 

however, in some measure diminished in the difficulty surround- 
ing them, if we consider all the persons, thus recalled to life, to 
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have been (as was the case) but a short time dead, and as not 
having undergone those changes which putrefaction soon produces. 

It appears, however, plain to me, that St. Paul, in his speech 
to Agrippa, did not speak of the corporeal resurrection of our 
Saviour: as confirming this, take Christ’s words, to the expiring 
thief upon the cross. ‘ Lord, (says the latter) remember me, 
when thou comest into thy kingdom.” And Jesus said unto him, 
“verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in Para- 
dise.”” Luke xxiii. 42, 45. Now, certainly, of the body Christ 
did not here speak ; for his body lay in the tomb, until the third 
day, whilst that of the thief was probably thrown, with his com- 
panion’s, into the potter’s-field. 

And how is the part of our creed, “ he descended into Hell, 
{or the place of departed spirits,) the third day he rose again,”’ 
&c. compatible with the above ? for Christ himself says, he should 
be in Paradise! [I think the text is in opposition to the idea of 
the sleep of the soul after death, until the judgment. * This day 
shalt thou!” What? not his body, for that remained! What 
then? His immortal spirit, his soul, returned to its Maker! pu- 
rified from the sins dene in the body, by his acknowledgment of 
his Redeemer, while suffering beside him ! 

Why, indeed, need we suppose that any interval exists between 
the period of death and the final judgment? for, as it respects 
God, “a thousand years are as one day.”” What we then con- 
ceive of, as an immense portion of time, is, in his eye, a minute 
fraction in the ocean of eternity. 

St. Stephen cries, “ Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.””, Not my 
body. This was carried to be buried, by devout men; that was 
instantly received into Heaven. 

Our Saviour undoubtedly assumed a corporeal form, as the 
fittest, and indeed only intermedium of communication with 
man. His mission upon earth certainly regarded the life or sal- 
vation of the soul, not of the body.” “Take,” says he, “ no 
thought for the body.” 

If the body be merely elementary, and constituted of materials 
that have once entered into the composition of the globe we inha- 
bit, how can we reconcile the destruction of that globe and of all 
its contents, at the final consummation of time, with this presum- 
ed elevation or resurrection of so many myriads of its particles, 
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(for such they must be, unless we conceive a continual creation of 
the particles composing the body of man,) in the form of bodies 
long since identified with its atoms, through the usual progress of 
putrefaction r* Or how can reasont reconcile the existence of 
different bodies together, that, according to such an opinion, must 
necessarily be constituted of the same identical matter ?—for, let 
us suppose, (what every day’s information confirms,) that a man 
is killed and devoured by cannibals; his body, by digestion and 
assimilation of its particles, becomes, in part, an integrant portion 
of those savages who have thus eaten it. They, in their turn, 
either die or are killed, and subserve the purposes of nutrition te 
other savages, or to beasts, less ferocious than themselves. Now, 
in the resurrection of the body, to whom shall the particles above- 
mentioned belong? to the man first killed, to the savage who 
devoured him, or to the beast who subsequently ate the savage ? 
But can the body of the original man arise, when it has thus be- 
come incorporated with others ? for if it does, then the last must, 
in their resurrection, rise imperfect ; and if it is a part of a beast’s, 
then we must imagine it to be destroyed in common with its car- 
cass; for a greater absurdity will otherwise be implied! As 
each day, moreover, from birth to manhood, increases the bulk of 


* The same reverend divine, bishop Newton, has likewise written a most 
excellent dissertation “on the use -of Reason in Religion,” (vol. 5. 205.) 
which is worthy the attentive consideration of every Christian inquirer. 
Strenuously devoted to the Church of England, his motto, nevertheless, ap- 
pears to be, amicus Plato, sed magis veritas. Certgin it is, that true religion 
can never be contrary to truth; nor can ¢ruth be contrary to reason. Our 
reason, indeed, (so called,) may be imperfect, but perfect reason and true 
religion must unite together: neither can oppose the other. 


+ Let us Suppose, that since creation, six thousand years have elapsed ; 
that during that period two hundred generations, of thirty years each, have 
passed away, and that each generation consisted of five hundred millions of 
persons; and further, that each person averaged fifiy pounds in weight: 
here, then, will be a weight of two thousand jive hundred millions of tons, 
which will be raised by the resurrection of the body; and which, conse- 
quently, must be deducted from the globe, and its contents, when destroyed 
by fire: but since this weight, although constituting the bodies of the human 
race that have existed, did really, in progression, pass from the inanimate 
part of creation to that possessed of ratiocination, must we not, in reason, be- 
lieve that i¢ must undergo likewise the common destruction awaiting that 
general mass from which it originally emanated. 
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the body, corporeal bodies of different sizes must necessarily 
exist in another world, according to the period at which they are 
summoned to their great account! ; 

Again, what are we to conclude, with respect to the mangled 
and lacerated bodies of the martyrs of different religions, whose 
bodies have been destroyed by fire, and mingled with the ele- 
ments around P 

Besides, since we must, I think, necessarily pre-suppose per- 
fection in another state of existence, is it not evident, that a per- 
fect body here, would be a monster in a spiritual state? The 
lungs, the intestines, teeth, heart, and so forth, so requisite to our 
welfare and perfection in this world, would be useless appenda- 
ges in the regions of futurity ; for we do not suppose that eating, 
drinking, and so forth, constitute a part of that state of existence 
in which we shall find ourselves beyond the grave! But, if de- 
prived of these and other organs, how is the reminiscence of 
friends to be then established P 

Drew, an author who maintains the resurrection of the body, 
aware of these and other difficulties, attempts to show, that the 
body is raised from a certain fixed part, constituting its principle 
of identity ; somewhat like the old Jews, who considered such a 
seminal principle or germ to exist in the bone luz, a part of the 
os coccygis, according to them ; and indestructible vy fire, or any 
other means in our power! Admitting his singular speculations, 
do they not prove, conclusively, that it is not the identical body 
here existing, that assumes the appearance of the body in the re- 
surrection ; but a certain undefinable and conjectural part, of 
which anatomists know nothing! But surely this is not the resur- 
rection of the body, as usually contended for, and as it is indubi- 
tably understood by the greater proportion of the clergy who 
maintain this opinion! 

I might even contend (if such a germ or principle of identity 
existed) that it was situated in the rib; since it was this part 
that was selected by the Almighty for the formation of Eve! 

The language ot Scripture is often figurative; and too many 
absurd doctrines have been maintained in our Churches, from 
taking them always in a literal sense. Do we believe, literally, 
that Hell is actually a place burning with material fire and 
brimstone ? Do we believe that God has the organs of humanity, 
when reading that it grieved him at his heart to have created 
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man? Do we credit, in literal acceptation, his repentance to 
have-made him? Do we suppose He has hands and feet, and 
that he literally measured out the ocean, and so forth P Or that 
in Hell there is really a material wailing and gnashing of teeth ? 
Surely not! 

Since then, by the continual decomposition of the human bodies 
deposited in the earth, from creation, a constant evolution of the 
same particles is produced, it follows, that the atoms which con- 
stituted the corporeal part of Adam and his posterity, may have 
entered into the composition of hundreds of others; and that 
such a metempsychosis will be continually progressing, until time 
is lost in eternity. 

In Exodus xiv. 13, Moses says, ** For the Egyptians whom ye, 
have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more, for ever 3” 
yet, in verse 30, it is stated, * And Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore.” But this is then either false, (which is 
not to be admitted,) or Mases spoke of them as to their spiritual 
existence, when the principle of vitality having escaped, permit- 
ted the separation of the soul from its earthly tenement. 

I have already prolonged this paper far beyond my original 
intention, aware, as I am, that some part of it may be in opposi- 
tion to the peculiar tenets of the New Church. Nevertheless, as 
our object is mutually the same, viz. the development of truth, 
in points of most essential importance to us all, I cannot but trust 
it may find a place in your Repository. 


July 28th, 1817. PYTHAGORAS. 
at 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE REPOSITORY. 
Gentlemen, 


IN the writings of E. Swedenborg, it is asserted, that it is 
“given no one to judge of another’s spiritual character, but of 
his moral and civil character only,’ which seems to be in 
agreement with what our Lord says, in Matthew. “Judge not, 
that ye be not judged ;” and, «‘ Judge not according to appearan- 
ces.” Yet, in Matthew, chap. vii. it is said, “ By their fruits ye 
shall know them ;” and again, “‘ Ye shall know them by their 
fruits :” which passages seem to clash. An explanation, or re- 
conciliation will much oblige an 


INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH. 
Philadelphia, Nov. 1817. 
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The following extract, from the life of the Rev. W. Tennent, is 
one among the many attestations of living: witnesses, to the 
reality of a spiritual.world. The loss of recollection too, which 
he suffered, is an instance of the quiescence of the external 


memary, consequent upon the spiritual state, so often mention- 
ed in the writings of E. S. , 


A.€. 7112. The angels know not (says E. S.) what chaff, &c. 
is. Such things were known to them, when they were in the 
world, but they were totally forgotten when they came into 
Heaven, because there they put on spiritual things. 


EXTRACT, 


From the life of the Rev. Witu1amM Tennent, late Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church, at Freehold, in New-Jersey. 


WILLIAM TENNENT was born on the 3d day of June, 
1705, in the county of Antrim, in Ireland, and was just turned of 
i3 years of age when he arrived in America. He applied him- 
self with much zeal and industry to his studies, and made great 
proficiency in the languages, particularly in the Latin. Being 
early impressed with a deep sense of divine things, he soon de- 
termined to follow the example of his father and elder brother, by 
devoting himself to the service of God in the ministry of the 
gospel. He accordingly began the study of divinity under his 
brother, who was a Presbyterian minister, and had the pastoral 
charge of the church, at New-Brunswick, in New-Jersey. His 
intense application affected his health, and brought on a pain in 
his breast and a slight hectic. He soon became emaciated, and at 
length .was like a living skeleton. His life was now threatened. 
He grew worse and worse, till little hope of life was left. In this 
situation his spirits failed him, and he began to obtain doubts of 
his final happiness. He was conversing one morning with his 
brother, in Latin, on the state of his soul, when he fainted and died 
away. After the usual time, he was laid out on a board, accord- 
ing to the common practice of the country, and the neighbour- 
hood were invited to attend his funeral, on the next day. In the 
evening his physician and friend returned from a ride into the 
country, and was afflicted beyond measure at the news of his 
death. We could not be persuaded that it was certain; and on 
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being told that one of the persons who had assisted in laying out 
the body, thought he had observed a little tremor of the flesh, under 
the arm, although the body was cold and stiff, he endeavoured te 
ascertain the fact. He first put his own hand into warm water, 
to make it as sensible as possible, and then felt under the arm 
and at the heart, and affirmed that he felt an unusual warmth, 
though no one else could. He had the body restored to a warm 
bed, and insisted that the people who had been invited to the 
funeral should be requested not to attend. To this the brother 
objected, as absurd; the eyes being sunk, the lips discoloured, 
and the whole body cold and stiff. However, the doctor finally 
prevailed, and all probable means were used to discover symp- 
toms of returning life. But the third day arrived, and no hopes 
were entertained of success, but by the doctor, who never left 
him, night or day. The people were again invited, and assem- 
bled. to attend the funeral. The doctor still objected, and at last 
confined his request for delay to one hour, then to half an hour, 
and finally to a quarter of an hour. He had discovered that the 
tongue was much swollen and threatened to crack. He was en- 
deavouring to soften it by some emollient ointment, put upon it 
with a feather ; when the brother came in, about the expiration of 
the last period, and mistaking what the doctor was doing for an 
attempt to feed him, manifested some resentment, and, in a spi- 
rited tone, said, “ It is shameful te be feeding a lifeless corpse ;” 
and insisted, with earnestness, that the funeral should imme- 
diately proceed. At this critical and important moment, the 
hody, to the great alarm and astonishment of all present, opened 
its eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and sunk again into apparent 
death. This put an end to all thoughts of burying him; and 
every effort was again employed in hopes of bringing about a 
speedy resuscitation. In about an hour, the eyes opened, a hea- 
vy groan proceeded from the body, and again all appearance of 
animation vanished. In another hour, life seemed to return with 
more power, and a complete revival took place, to the great joy 
of the family and friends, and to the no small astonishment and 
conviction of very many who had been ridiculing the idea of re- 
storing to life a dead body. 

Mr. T. continued in so weak and low a state, for six weeks, 
that great doubts were entertained of his final recovery. After 
that period he recovered much faster, but it was about a twelvye- 
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month before he was completely restored. After he was able to 
walk the room, and to take notice of what passed around him, on 
a Sunday afternoon, his sister, who had staid from church to at- 
tend him, was reading in the Bible, when he took notice of it, 
and asked her what she had in her hand. She answered, that she 
was reading in the Bibie. He replied, “ What is the Bible? I 
know not what you mean.” This affected the sister so much, 
that she burst into tears, and informed him that he was once well 
acquainted with it. On her reporting this to the brother, when 
he returned, Mr. Tennent was found, upon examination, to be 
totally ignorant of every transaction of his life previous to his 
sickness. He could not read a single word ; neither did he seem 
to have any idea of what it meant. Assoon as he became capable 
of attention, he was taught to read and write, as children are usual- 
ly taught, and afterwards began to learn the Latin language, un- 
der the tuition of his brother. One day, as he was reciting a les- 
son in Cornelius Nepos, he suddenly started, clapped his hand to 
his head, as if something had hurt him, and made a pause. His 
brother asking him what was the matter, -he said that he felt a 
sudden shock in his head, and it now seemed to him as if he had 
read that book before. By degrees, his recollection was restored, 
and he could speak the Latin as fluently as before his sickness. His 
memory so completely revived, that he gained a perfect know- 
ledge of the past transactions of his life, as if no difficulty had 
previously occurred. , 

The writer of these memoirs was greatly interested by these 
uncommon events; and, on a favourable occasion, earnestly 
pressed Mr. T. as to what his views and apprehensions were, 
while he jay in this extraordinary state of suspended animation. 
He discovered great reluctance to enter into any explanation of 
his perceptions and feelings at this time ; but, being importunately 


urged to do it, he at length consented 3 and proceeded, with a 


solemnity not to be described. 

“¢ While I was conversing with my brother,” said he, “on the 
state of my soul, and the fears I had entertained for my future 
welfare, 1 found myself, in an instant, in another state of exist- 
ence, under the direction of a superior being, who ordered me to 
follow him. I was accordingly wafted along, I know not how, 
till I beheld at a distance an ineffable glory, the impression of 
which on my mind it is impossible to communicate to morfal man. 
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I immediately reflected on my happy change, and thought, Well; 
blessed be God! I am safe at last, notwithstanding all my fears. 
I saw an innumerable host of happy beings, surrounding the in- 
expressible glory, in acts of adoration and joyous worship ; but 
I did not see any bodily shape or representation in the glorious 
appearance. I heard things unutterable. I heard their songs 
and hallelujahs of thanksgiving and praise, with unspeakable rap- 
ture. I felt joy unutterable and full of glory. I then applied to 
my conductor, and requested leave to join the happy throng; on 
which he tapped me on the shoulder, and said, ¢‘ You must return 
to the earth.’ This seemed like a sword through my heart. In 
an instant, I recollect to have seen my brother standing before 
me, disputing with the doctor. The three days, during which 1 
had appeared lifeless, seemed to me not more than ten or twenty 
minutes. ‘The idea of returning to this world of sorrow and trou- 
ble, gave me such a Shock, that I fainted repeatedly.” He added, 
«‘ Such was the effect on my mind of what I had seen and heard, 
that, if it be possible for a human being to live entirely above the 
world, and the things of it, for some time afterwards, I was that 
person. The ravishing sounds of the songs and hallelujahs that 
I heard, and the very words that were uttered, were not out of 
my ears, when awake, for at least three years. All the kingdoms 
of the earth were in my sight as nothing and vanity ; and so great 
were my ideas of heavenly glory, that nothing, which did not in 
some measure relate to it, could command my serious attention.” 
[t is not surprising, that, after so affecting an account, strong soli- 
citude should have been felt for further information as tothe words, 
or at least the subjects of praise and adoration which Mr. T. had 
heard. But when he was requested to communicate these, he gave 
a decided negative, adding, * You will know them, with many 
other particulars, hereafter, as you will find the whole among my 
papers ;” alluding to his intention of leaving the writer hereof his 
executor, which precluded any further solicitation.* The pious 


* It was so ordered, in the course of divine providence, that the writer 
was sorely disappointed in his expectations of obtaining the papers here 
alluded to. Such, however, was the will of Heaven! Mr. Tennent’s death 
happened during the revolutionary war, (8th March, 1777,) when the enemy 
separated the writer from him, so as to render it impracticable to attend him 
on a dying bed; and, before it was possible to get to his house, after his 
death, (the writer being with the American army, at the Valley Forge,) hig 
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and candid reader is left to his own reflections on this very ex- 
traordinary occurrence. The facts have been stated, and they 
are unquestionable, The writer will only ask, whether it be con- 
trary to revealed truth, or to reason, to believe, that, in every age 
of the world, instances like that which is here recorded have oc- 
curred, to furnish living testimony of the reality of the invisible 
world, and of the infinite importance of eternal concerns ? 


FOR THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


[eed 


REVIEW 


Of The Doctrine of Salvation by Faith proved ; or, an answer to 
the important question, “what must EF do to be saved ?” by 
Adam Clarke, L. L. D. F. A. S. 


~ The celebrity of Dr. Clarke as a theological writer, and as a 
Hebrew and Greek scholar, attaches an importance to his autho- 
rity, amongst Christians of some particular sects, little short of 
infallibility. An intimate acquaintance with the original lan- 
guages in which the Scriptures are written, is supposed to confer 
so wonderful an illumination, in regard to the true doctrines set 
forth in the Word of God, that the proficient in such classical 
learning is regarded as possessing a superior light to the rest of 
mankind. Of the delusion, however, of such vain presumptions, 
the experience of every day completely convinces us. For we 
see that the Jews, who are so well versed in the vernacular tongue 
of their forefathers, disclaim all agreement with Christians, in 
relation to the prophecies which have had their fulfilment in the 
advent of the Lord Jesus Christ, whilst a vast portion of the inha- 


Greek, totally deny the sanctity of that sacred volume. The 
truth is, that, upon the whole, the Bible is admirably well trans- 


son came from Charleston, and took his mother’s and his father’s papers and 
property, and returned to Carolina. About fifty miles from Charleston, the 
son was suddenly taken sick, and died among entire strangers; and never 
since, though the writer was left executor to the son, could any trace of the 
father’s papers be discovered by him. 


bitants of Christendom, who can read the New Testament in > 
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lated ; and, though there are some mistranslations in both Tes- 
taments, they are comparatively few. But Dr. Clarke, taking 
advantage of the common impression, has carefully advertised his 
readers, that, in order that he might know the truth, he divested 
himself, as far as it was possible, of * all the prejudices he might 
have received from pre-conceived opinions,” and “ examined the 
originals of the Sacred Books ; and, for his own use and satis- 
faction, translated every word of the Old and New Testament.” 
The result, he states, of his researches was, ‘ the fullest convic- 
tion, that the doctrine of justification by faith, through the atoning 
saerifice of that Eternal Word which was manifest in the flesh, 
is the only way by which a fallen soul can regain the favour, and 
be restored to the image of its Maker; and be at last brought, 
through the sanctification of the Divine Spirit, to the ineffable 
glory of God.” | 

Never was a saving clause introduced with a more happy effect 
into a penal code of laws, than the lucky expression “ as far as 
it was possible,” in the advertisement of Dr. Clarke. Those who 
have read his notes to his edition of the Bible, must have 
recollected the numerous, the repeated attempts he makes to ef- 
fect a coincidence between his elucidations and the received ortho- 
doxy of the Solifidian professors. Nay, so far does he carry his 
attachment for his own opinfons, that he takes upon himself, in 
several instances, to suppose that a word or passage has been 
omitted or superadded ; and has even assumed the responsibility 
of asserting, in one or more cases, that there must have been an 
error in the transcribing of the original, and that a different 
word, which he undertakes to suggest, must have been intended, 
When we reflect with what a providential care the Old Testa- 
ment has been handed down to us, that, in order to effect this 
merciful design, the Lord has been pleased to perpetuate a dis- 
tinct race of people, and to impress upon their minds an awful 
reverence for the very letter of the Word, so that not one point or 
tittle of the law should perish ; when we behold this people, at 
this very day, so deeply sensible of the importance of the trust 
confided to them, that not a man of the congregation of Israel 
would dare to alter a word, a letter, or an iota of the Sacred 
Record, how astonished must we be, to see a writer thus represent 


the Holy Bible as liable to all those erasures and amendments te 
which human compositions are exposed F 
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Having thus, we trust, shown the nature of Dr. Clarke’s ex- 
emption from prejudice, and established the fact, that his ac- 
quaintance with the originals only enabled him the better to con- 
firm his own pre-conceived opinions, without conferring upon him 
any illumination which is not equally attainable by the unlettered 
disciple of the Lord, we shall now proceed to the merit of the 
work itself. ‘The discourse, as it is entitled, has for its subject 
the circumstances recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, xvi. 30, 
relative to the earthquake which led to the conversion of the 
jailor, who had Paul and Silas in his custody. The particulars 
of the voyage into Macedonia of the apostle and his companion, 
are detailed with a good deal of prolixity ; and their travels and 
adventures are recorded in so circumstantial a manner, that one 
would suppose the sermon to have been composed on the book- 
making principle. At length, however, the doctor comes to the 
point, and states that men have proposed five ways by which sal- 
vation is to be attained ; and, except these five schemes, he can 
recollect no other. ‘These are, 

“1. By the law of works: or the merit of obedience to the law 
of God. 

“2. By works of supererogation. 

‘© 3. By penal sufferings in the life to come, such as those pur- 
gatorial fires, imagined by the Church of Rome, and the pretend- 
ed emendatory infernal punishments, which make a principal part 
of the doctrine both of the ancient and modern universal Resti- 
tutionists. 

“4. By the metempsychosis or transmigration of souls; as a 
portion of moral evil is supposed to be detached from them in 
each of the bodies which they successively animate. 

«5. By the mere benevolence of God, who may, it is affirmed, 
without any consideration except that of his own innate eternal 
goodness, pass by the sins of a transgressor, and bestow on him 
eternal glory.” 

He then proceeds to refute these several systems, commencing 
with the first. 

It is important, in every discussion, that the expressions made 
use of by the parties should be clearly defined, in order that no 
misunderstanding may exist. Now, by the law of works, which 
is reputed to be not of a saving nature, we have always supposed 
to be meant a mere observance of external rules of moral life, un- 
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connected with an internal sense of duty to God; such, fer in- 
stance, as a rigid conformity to propriety of conduct, and even to 
the commands of the decalogue, arising from considerations of a 
selfish or worldly nature. We certainly never entertained the 
opinion that the Christian world rejected from its creeds the idea 
of salvation by repentance, and a life in conformity with God's 
commandments. And yet Dr. Clarke, who, from his quotations 
from the thirty-nine articles, professes to teach the doctrines of 
the Episcopal Church, positively denies the efficacy of such means. 
In describing the state of one who is supposed to inquire, “ What 
must I do to be saved?” he says, * Will any man say to this 
alarmed and despairing sinner, ‘ Thou must purchase thy pardon 
and the kingdom of heaven, by a life of righteousness: God re- 
quires obedience to his law; and that, joined to sincere repent- 
ance, will induce him to forgive thy iniquities, and admit thee at 
last, to His eternal glory ?? ? The proper reply to this question, 
would be, to ask the learned writer if he recollects the answer 
given by our Lord to the young man, who asked him what good 
thing he should do, that he might have eternal life? If thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments, was the prompt and com- 
prehensive reply of the blessed Redeemer; and if the Scriptures 
throughout do not teach, that sincere repentance, and a life of 
righteousness, in obedience to the laws of God, are the means of 
salvation, then we are entirely at a loss to understand the import 
of such language as this, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets.” Nay, if these be not the sole means of 
attaining salvation pointed out to us in the Sacred Volume, as 
comprising the union of faith and charity in the production of 
good works, the very Church for whose tenets the learned doctor 
professes so exalted a veneration, has been guilty of an unpardon- 
able error, in giving a place, in her Common Prayer Book, to such 
heretical sentiments as are contained in the following language : 
«« And, above all, keep in our minds a lively remembrance of that 
great day, in which we must give a strict account of our thoughts, 
words, and actions; and, according to the works done in the body, 
be eternally rewarded or punished.*” 


‘ 


* Family Morning Prayer. 
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The arguments used by Dr. Clarke, to show the inefficacy of 
good works, are so much of a piece with those we have seen in a 
small pamphlet, published by “ The Religious Tract Society of 
Philadelphia,” for gratuitous distribution amongst the poor and 
labouring orders of society, that we cannot omit embracing the 
present occasion to present it to the notice of our readers. It is 
entitled “« The Trie Riches,”’ and is in the form of an address, 
from which we have extracted, as a specimen of the doctrines it 
inculcates, the following passage : 

‘Do you ask, what shall IF do, that I may partake of these 
riches ? ‘This question, perhaps, a sinner sometimes puts to him- 
self; but it implies a great mistake. To the same purpose was 
that inquiry, ‘ Good master, what shall I do, that I may inherit 
eternal life ?? and that question, put by one under the alarm of an 
awakened conscience, * What shall I do to be saved >? The pro- 
per answer to such a question is short and simple; ‘ Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved :-—as much as to 
say, there is nothing at all to be done, no work to be performed, 
no penance to be endured. Christ has done the whole work: he 
must have all the honour of it. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved. Believing is opposed to working or 
doing of any kind.” The writer then proceeds to state, that the 
means of salvation, here referred to, is simply a@ belief that “ God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” An acknowledgment of this truth, it is asserted, confers 
salvation, and justifies the professor from all things. It is truly 
to be lamented, that, in the Christian Church, so universal an 
ignorance should prevail as to the organization of the human 
mind; and yet, without a knowledge of this particular, man is 
liable to fall into the grossest errors, and the most dangerous de- 
lusions. It is, among other reasons, to a want of a proper ac- 
quaintance with the distinct properties of the will and the under- 
standing, that the fatal mistake of salvation by faith alone has so 
long maintained its empire in the church, almost to the total ex- 
tinction of charity and good works. Without recollecting that 
the belief, constantly referred to in the New Testament, as pos- 
sessing a saving nature, is a conversion of the heart to God, a 
regeneration or new birth of the will and its affections, men have 
been taught, that a mere assent of the understanding is all-sufh- 
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cient, without any exertion, on their part, to co-operate with the 
divine grace. That this is not a saving belief is evident from the 
words of the apostle James; for he asserts that even devils believe, 
and our blessed Lord has himself declared, that, to gain admis- 
sion into the kingdom of heaven, a man must do the will of God.* 
If this species of believing, inculcated by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is opposed to doing of any kind, as is asserted by the author of 
“© The True Riches,” then we shall be compelled to conclude, that 
all the invitations to eternal life, all the promises and merciful 
inducements held out in the Bible, to prevail upon man to turn 
unto God, and to yield fruits worthy of repentance, is a solemn 
mockery. 

In relation to works of supererogation, we shall not differ from 
Dr. Clarke. The idea of merit in works is perfectly preposter- 
ous. God requires nothing of us, that a good and affectionate 
parent does not require of his children, which is, to lead such a 
course of life as will make us happy. ‘To pretend, then, that by 
doing what he commands us, for owr own good, we are entitled 
to a reward, is just as silly as was the conduct of the pauper who 
was in danger of perishing from cold in the street, and, being in- 
vited by a gentleman to come into a house and warm himself, 
demanded .a compensation for his obedience. The doctrine of 
works of supererogation is an extension of this principle, and. 
supposes thatan account current is registered in heaven, in which, 
if an individual has more entered to his credit than a sufficiency 
to settle his own debts, the balance may be transferred to the 
credit of another, who has fallen short. ‘To the good sense alone 
of our readers, we are willing to leave a decision upon this point. 

As to the third scheme of salvation said to be invented by man, 
we entertain the following opinion, which exactly coincides nei- 
ther with that of Dr. Clarke, or of those whose belief he con- 
demng. The nature of punishment; as far as we are acquainted 
with it, is two-fold,—first, as emendatory of the offender,—and 
secondly, as exemplary to others. All idea of retributive punish- 
ment is condemned, as having its origin in vengeance, one of the 
worst of the human passions. Now, as we cannot but believe 
that all the good qualities of the human heart are images, and but 
faint ones too, of the divine attribute of love, we cannot predicate 


* Matt. vii. 21. 
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of the Divine Mind, what would be condemned in the mind of 
corrupt man. We therefore totally reject from our creed, all idea 
of punishment and pain in the future life, as vindictive, or as in- 
flicted in the nature of retribution. ‘That there are eternal pun- 
ishments, we most fully believe; but they are the necessary and 
inseparable concomitants of that evil state, in which the sufferers 
are confirmed, and which, during their abode in this life, they 
have embraced and rooted deeply in their wills and understand- 
ings. Misery is the certain attendant of vice; and hence man is 
the author of his own punishment, by choosing the evil instead of 
the good. The doctrine, therefore, of Universal Restoration, we 
consider as an erroneous and dangerous one, because it supposes 
punishment to be vindictive on God’s part, when, nevertheless, 
the divine love of the Deity could never permit Him to inflict 
pain upon his children, in the way of vengeance or of anger ; and 
if he could, consistently with the laws of His own order, (which 
require, that man, to be capable of happiness in heaven, must be 
qualified for the life of heaven, by repentance and regeneration 
here on earth, not a soul would ever be allowed to enter the re- 
gions of despair. ‘To suppose, therefore, that the Deity could ex- 
perience any satisfaction or glory, from beholding the terments 
of the condemned, for a long period of years or ages, is so-dis- 
cordant with our views of the divine character, that we unhesi- 
tatingly condemn it; because, to admit it, is to make God the 
author of misery. 

Dr. Clarke seems to consider all future punishment as vindic- 
tively inflicted by the wrath and displeasure of God, and will not 
allow of its possessing an emendatory quality. If we could rea- 
son from things visible to things invisible, the argument would’be 
against him; for we do know that temporal punishments are 
emendatory, and whenever they are permitted, by the dispensa- 
tions of Providence, Christians acknowledge them to be so in- 
tended. Why may we not suppose, then, that the same divine 
mercy, which accompanies us here, will continue with us here- 
after ? And that the punishment of the future state is to prevent 
and restrain those diabolical deeds, which the infernals must be 
ever plotting, for the injury and destruction of each other ? 

‘In attacking the scheme of salvation, founded upon the system 
of Pythagoras, our author has no difficulty to contend with; but 
we were really astonished at an attempt made, with perfect seri- 
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ousness, by the doctor, to prove that “* The Pharisees among the 
Jews,” held the doctrine of transmigration as an article of faith. 
This is, indeed, the first time we have heard this position adlvanc- 
ed, and, as it rests upon such slender support, we think it will 
be the last that any profound theologian will hazard it. Although 
the doctor says, this doctrine is “* hinted at” in the Bible, -yet he, 
quotes but a solitary passage in confirmation of it, which is: the 
question of the disciples to our Lord. John, ix. 2. “ Master, 
who did sin, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
When we know that amongst the Jews, a proverb prevailed, that 
‘‘ the fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the cliildren’s teeth are 
set on edge,” and that the belief was strongly rooted in their 
minds, that the children were punished for the sins of their pa- 
rents, it is truly wonderful, that the palpable sense, presented 
upon the'very face of the question, should have been rejected, to 
make room for a far-fetched surmise, by no means inferable, from 
the passage adduced. 
The dector, lastly, proceeds to combat the fifth opinion, which 
is, salvation by the mere benevolence of God. Had the anthor 
simply stated, that God, of his mere benevolence, could not be 
expected to confer eternal happiness, unless man would co-ope- 
rate and assist in working out his own salvation, we should have 
readily coincided with him. But, alas! he pursues the strain of 
his former reasoning, which is solely directed to the establish- 
ment of the Solifidian belief, and asserts that even “ a@ sincere 
penitent” has nothing to expect from God’s benevolence. He then 
adverts to the objection sometimes urged, that “ the king posses- 
ses the royal prerogative of pardoning those who are condemned 
by the law,” and endeavours to shew, that the sovereign is never 
supposed to pardon from his mere clemency, but always from 
some “ reasons and considerations, thereunto him inducing.” To 
support this fact, he brings forward some parliamentary history, 
intermixed with a number of law Latin quotations, but, neverthe- 
less, is obliged to confess, that, in an act of pardon, the expres- 
sion, * of our special grace and mere motion,” is sometimes:used, 
although he says it is not meant. He denies too, that God can 
have any motive to forgive a transgressor, inasmuch as he is. infi- 
nitely independent, and, in describing the Almighty, represents 
His attribute of Justice in so terrific a point of view, that one 
would suppose his object was to excite, upon.the minds of his 








a QaSt 
os > 


— 


a emag ren on ng Net OE 
= 6 ™ 
. 5 ree > < P 


a, 


ty ’ 
aged Se 


* Babies ee 


peg 
— RP AO 


- oe i ‘ 


2 ene 


ame 


een tae 


. Ei ae 


mm og 


6 teas 


. f er ote cn 
- eae min “ ae 





302 REPOSITORY. 


readers, an awful dread of the object of their worship, rather than 
a love and filial affection for their Merciful Father who is in Hea- 
ven. How different these sentiments from those blessed truths 
which are taught in the doctrines of the New Jerusalem! We are 
there instructed, that “ the Lord is good to all, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his. works ;°? that those who have preferred the 
hfe of Hell to the life of Heaven, and are now suffering the misery 
which they have brought upon themselves, by their choosing the 
evil in preference to the good, are objects of His mercy, and that 
there are no limits to the Divine benevolence, but what are set 
up by man himself. 

Dr. Clarke having, in his own opinion, completely proved the 
inefficiency of the five schemes of salvation, stated by him. to be 
invented by man, next proceeds to shew the orthodox tenets of 
his own Church, upon the subject of the atonement. A review 
of this part of his discourse »will form the subject of a future 
article, in which, we think, we can prove, that the doctor was 
guilty of a grievous omission, in not placing this, his favourite 
doctrine, amongst the schemes invented by man. 

Y. T. 


ne © ane 
TO THE EDITORS OF THE REPOSITORY. 
trentlemen, 7 

in the last number of tiie Repository, it is asserted, that the 
book of Job was written in the.time of “ the Ancient Church,” 
prior to the Jewish Church. | 

It would gratify an inquirer to receive an explanation of this 
assertion. 

What Ancient Church is meant? when did it commence ? 
where did it flourish ? and how long did it continue P 

The Septuagint translation has an addition, for which it is be- 
lieved there’.is no other authority, that Job was the fifth in 
descent from Abraham. 

From intrinsic evidence, a higher antiquity has been assigned 
to him. But the object of this inquiry is not the reality of the 
personage in the date of the composition, but to obtain~such in- 
formation as the learned editors of the Repository may be able 
and think proper to communicate, relative to the Ancient Church 
to which they allude. : AN INQUIRER. 

Philadelphia, July 18, 1817. 
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We believe the most satisfactory answer, which can be given to 
the preceding inquiry, will be found in the following extracts from 
the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. It will be observed, that 
the New Church does not profess ‘to give the year or precise date, 
at which the Ancient Church commenced ; it is sufficient to state, 
that it originated in a very remote age, and that its remains are 
still to be found amongst the Gentiles, where its principles and 
its symbols have been perverted into the various idolatrous modes 
of worship, still extant in the numerous families of nations spread 
throughout Asia and Africa. 

A.C. 1403. From the first to the twelfth chapter of Genesis, 
or rather to the account of Eber, the historical things related are 
not historical truths, but things reduced to an historical form, 
which, in an internal sense, signify things celestial and spiritual ; 
in the twelfth and subsequent chapters are contained historical 
thiigs, not factitious, but true, which in like manner, in an 
internal sense, signify things celestial and spiritual, as may. ap- 
; ar to every one from this single consideration, that it is the 
Word of (he aid. 

A. ©. 1238. With respect to Eber, signifying also a nation 
whose father was Eber, so called by name, the case is this; they 
who have been named hitherto were nations, amongst whom the 
Ancient Church was planted, all which were called the sons of 
Shem, Ham, Japheth and Canaan, because by Shem, Ham, Jap- 
heth and Canaan, are signified different kinds of worship prevail- 
ing in the Church. There never existed such persons as Noah, 
Shem, Ham, Japheth and Canaan; but whereas the state of the 
Ancient Church in particular was such, and the state of every 
Church in general is such, that it may be internally true, or in- 
ternally corrupt, externally true, or externally corrupt, therefore 
these names are here adopted, in order that all these differences 
in general may be referred to them and their sons, as to their 
heads or sources. The nations here named were also originally 
principled in such worship, and were therefore called the sons of 
one of the sons of Noah, and it is for this reason likewise that 
the several kinds of worship themselves are also signified in the 
Word by the names of these nations. This first Ancient Church, 
signified by Noah and his sons, was not confined toa few, but was 
extended over several kingdoms, viz. over Assyria, Mesopotamia, 
Syria, Ethiopia, Arabia, Lybia, Egypt, Philisthea, even to Tyre 
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and Sidon, through the whole land of Canaan, on each side of 
Jordan, as appears from the nations here named. But afterwards a 
certain kind of external worship began to prevail in Syria, which 
in process of time spread itself far and wide, and this through 
several countries, particularly through the land of Canaan, which 
worship was different from that of the Ancient Church; and 
whereas there thus arose somewhat of a Church, which was sepa- 
rate from the Ancient Church, it may be considered as the estab- 
lishment of a sort of New Church, and may therefore be called 
another Ancient Church: Eber was the first institutor of this 
Church, and therefore it was called Eber, from him. All, at that 
time, were distinguished into houses, families and nations, as was 
shewn above, one nation acknowledging one father, from which 
also it took its name, as appears throughout the Word ; thus the 
nation which acknowledged Eber as their father was called the 
Hebrew nation. 

- Coronis, 39, 42, 43. Moreover, this Noahtic or Ancient Church 
was spread abroad through all Asia, especially into Syria, Meso- 
potamia, Assyria, Chaldea, the land of Canaan, and parts adja- 
éent thereto, Philisthea, Egypt, Tyre, Sidon, Nineveh, and also 
into Arabia and Ethiopia, and in course of time into Great Tar- 
tary, and from thence downwards, as far as the Euxine sea, and 
from this latter, into all the countries of Africa. 

That the nations, in every part of the earth, have been in the 
habits of worship, derived from some kind of religion, is a thing 
well known; and religion cannot exist, except by means of some 
Revelation, and the propagation thereof from nation to nation. 

Certain it is, that the above Ancient Church was a representa- 
tive Church, which by types and visible and natural signs, figured 
ferth the invisible and spiritual things of the Church which was 
at length to come, when Jehovah hicaself should manifest himself 
in a natural human form, and by means thereof should procure to 
himself an entrance to men, and to men access to himself, and — 
thus should divest himself of types and found a Church with pre- 
cepts which should lead by a compendious way to Heaven, the 
habitation of His Divinity, all who believe on Him as a Man, and 
who keep his commandments. 

But as this Ancient Church, typical of that which was to come, 
converted the representative currespondences into things magic- 
al and idolatrous, and thus into things infernal, Jehovah raised 
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up the Israelitish Church, wherein he might restore the primitive 
types, which were celestial ; such types were all the tabernacles, 
feasts, sacrifices, priesthoods, the garments of Aaron and his 
sens, unctions and statutes, which are published in a long series 
by Moses. 

How the representative Church with them was turned into an 
iulolatrous Church, I will explain in a few words. All the spiri- 
tual things, relating to heaven and the Church, were presented 
before them in visible and tangible forms, as was mentioned just 
above; those forms were taken from the subjects of the three 
kingdoms of nature, the animal, the vegetable, and the mineral, 
by which were represented such things as appertain to the hea- 
venly kingdom; these forms they placed in their sanctuaries, in 
the interior recesses of their houses, and in the publie places and 
streets, arranging them according to their respective significa- 
tions. But the succeeding age, after that the science of correspon- 
dencies was obliterated, and when in consequence thereof the 
knowledge of their signification was lost, began to regard and 
consider those objects as so many divine and holy objects; and 
then to some they bowed the knee, some they kissed with their 
lips, and some they ornamented and decorated with wreaths, 
flowers, and bandages, just as children do their dolls, and as 
Papists do their images ; yea, of some they made household gods, 
of some tutelar demigods, and of some Pythons, (or familiar spi- 
rits) some again of smaller sizes they carried in their hands, some 
they hugged in their bosoms, caressed them, and whispered peti- 
tions to them, and so on; thus they converted heavenly types 
into infernal types, and the divine things of heaven and the Church 
into idols. On account of this transfiguration and defiguration 
of heavenly things, a new representative Church was raised up 
amongst the sons of Israel, in which real representations, as was 
said above, were mstituted, and which was prohibited from cele- 
brating divine worship by any others, as is evident from these 
words in the first precept of the decalogue, “Thou shalt not make 
to thyself a graven image, nor any figure, which is in the heavens 
from above, or which is in the earth beneath, or which is in the 


waters under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to 
them, nor worship them.” 


VOL. I. Qg 
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LETTER FROM MISS LAVINIA R. MURDOCH, 
On her Reception of the Doctrines of the New Church. 


The following letter was found amongst the papers of the 
writer, after her death. The affectionate regard, which the re- 
collection of this amiable young lady has excited in the minds of 
all who had the happiness of being made acquainted with her, 
during her late visit to this city, and the interesting particulars 
of her last illness, which are recorded in the Obituary, at the end 
of the present number, render this production of her pen particu- 
larly valuable to the members of the New Church. We would 
remind those, who, in the obscurity of natural affection, lament 
her removal, that she has received from the Master that blessed 
invitation, *“ Friend, go up higher,” and, that, as she has been re- 
moved to a station more elevated, her usefulness will be the more 
extensive and important. 


Cumberland, Md. June 9th, 1817. 
My dear H . 


There are but few persons who, on so short an acquaintance, 
have more interested me, or for whom I have a more sincere af- 
fection, than yourself; though it has never been manifested in the 
usual way ; for we have had no communication since we separat- 
ed, and I have seen you only once, in a long interval of time :— 
but, though there is nothing externally to remind me, that our 
acquaintance was any thing more than a pleasant dream, strong 
impressions are not easily erased ; and I must ever entertain the 
warmest friendship for you, and will never cease to feel the live- 
liest interest in all that concerns you. 

You will perhaps be surprised that I address you at this late 
period, and that this testimonial of my regard has been so long 
delayed ; to which I can only say, that, like all procrastinators, 
I have deferred from time to time that which ought to have heen 
done at first, and, by so doing, have rendered a beginning awk- 
ward and difficult, which would otherwise have been the ease of 
spontaneous feeling. Besides, being so long separated, we know 
so little at present of each other’s situations, views and employ- 
ments, that I had not a subject, till now, that I thought would 
equally interest us. 
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I do not know whether you have fully embraced the religion of 
your father ; but I am sure you have sufficient respect for its holy 
tenets, and adequate knowledge of its heavenly tendency, as to 
be rejoiced to hear that your friend has become acquainted with 
doctrines so highly calculated for her everlasting benefit; and 
you will be no less happy te learn, that to your respected father 
she is indebted, in a great measure, for such important knowledge. 

Like a great many unthinking beings, I had hardly formed any 
religious opinions,—partly from a want of proper reflection on 
the subject, and partly from inability to discriminate between 
the true and the false, in the variety of sentiments which were 
every day disseminated by each new sect. I had, however,’ be- 
gan to be anxious to know whether there was not some system 
which combined all religious truth, when I was so fortunate as to 
meet with your father, in Bedford, last summer, who, observing 
me reading a novel, recommended Baron Swedenborg’s treatise 
on Heaven and Hell, being a work that he assured me I would 
find no less surprisingly novel than beautifully instructive. 

As I was entirely unacquainted with the nature of that excel- 
lent author’s writings, my curiosity never having led me to look 
into them, although they were ever before my eyes, on the shelves 
of Mr. Espy’s library, I now commenced reading, rather to please 
your father than with any other view; but, as I read, a stronger 
inducement urged me to proceed 5 and I became very soon con- 
vinced that they were writings of no common import. With the 
advantage of Mr. Espy’s conversation, I was, in a short time, 
fully acquainted with their nature and evidence ; and was irre- 
sistibly compelled to give my full assent to the great truths there 
presented to my view. 

I continue to read with increasing interest and delight, and am 
more and more impressed with a sense of their vast importance ; 
and it shall be my sincere endeavour, in future, to make them 
the guide of all my actions, as well as the study of my life. All 
things which before appeared confused and dark to my mind, are 
now clearly comprehended; and I seem just to have emerged 
from the shade of night into the broad light of day. 

How would happiness be increased, both generally and indivi- 
dually, were these excellent writings more known and received ! 
Men would better understand the end and object of their crea- 
tion, and would better pursue their true interests. 
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IT need not tell you what pleasure it would give me to hear 
from you; but I do not know whether I ought to expect it, at this 
important period, when every thought must be absorbed in one 
; interesting contemplation ; for, if report be correct, you are about 
to form the most sacred of all engagements, and to commit your 
a future happiness to another. 

May he be worthy of the precious trust ; and may you, my dear 
H——, enjoy all the felicity your new state is so calculated to 
bestow, is the sincere prayer of 


Your affectionate friend, 


Lavinia R. Murpoce#. 
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EXTRACT 
From the Writings of Emanuel Swedenborg. 





ON COMPELLING OURSELVES. 


“* Humble thyself beneath her hands.” 





“¢ That these words signify, that man ought to force himself to ? 
be under the power of interior truth, appears without explication. 

To humble oneself is expressed in the original tongue by a word 

which signifies to afflict ; that for a person to afflict himself in an 

internal sense means to compel himself, may appear from very 

many passages in the Word, concerning which its signification 

more will be said elsewhere. That man ought to compel himself 

to do good, to obey the things which the Lord hath commanded, 

and to speak truths, which is te humble himself beneath the Lord’s 

hands, or to submit bimself under the power of divine good and 

truth, implies and involves more arcana than it is possible to un- 

fold in a few words. There are certain spirits, who laid it down 

as a principle, during their abode in the world, that, because they 

heard that all good was from the Lord,.and that man could do no 

good of himself, therefore they should not compel themselves on 

any occasion, but should cease from their own exertions, from a : 
supposal that every such endeavour would be fruitless, and there- 
fore they should wait for an immediate influx into the tendency 

of their will-principle, nor compel themselves to do any sort of 

good; nay, so far did they carry this principle, that when any 
evil secretly insinuated itself, they left themselves a prey there- 
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to, imagining it to be permitted, because they were not sensible 
of any resistance to it from within; but these spirits are such, 
that they are as it were without propriety, so as to have no prin- 
ciple of determination, in consequence whereof they are amongst 
the unprofitable, for they suffer themselves to be led alike by the 
wicked and by the good, and endure much from the wicked ; but 
such as have compelled themselves in opposing evil and the false, 
although at first they thought that their exertion was from them- 
selves, or from their own power, yet, being afterwards enlighten- 
ed to see that it was from the Lord, even as to the smallest ten- 
dencies thereof, these in another life cannot be seduced by evil 
spirits, but are amongst the happy: hence it may appear, that 
man ought to compel himself to do good, and to speak truth: the 
arcanum herein concealed is this, that man is hereby gifted of the 
Lord with a celestial propriety or self-hood ; man’s celestial pro- 
priety is formed in the tendency of his thought, which, if he doth 
not obtain by compelling himself, as it appears, he never obtains 
by not compelling himself; for the better understanding how this 
is, it may be expedient to observe, that in all compulsion to good 
there is a kind of freedom, which is not so plainly perceivable, 
during the act of compulsion, but still it is therein; as in the case 
of a person, who willingly subjects himself to the hazard of losing 
life with a view to some end, or who willingly suffers bodily pains 
for the sake of health, there is a principlé of willingness, and 
consequently of liberty, in so doing, by virtue whereof he acteth, 
although the hazards and the pains, whilst he is in them, take 
away the perception of such a principle of willingness or free- 
dom ; the case is the same with those who compel themselves to 
good ; there is within them a principle of willingness, consequent- 
ly of freedom, by virtue of which, and for the sake of which, they 
compel themselves, viz. for the sake of obedience to those things 
which the Lord hath commanded, and for the sake of the salva- 
tion of their souls after death, in which there is a still more in« 
ward principle, which man is ignorant of, viz. of regard to the 
Lord’s kingdom, yea, to the Lord himself; this is more especially 
the case in temptations, in which, whilst man compelleth himself 
in opposition to evil and the false, which is infused and suggest- 
ed by wicked spirits, there is more of freedom than ever exists in 
any state out of temptations, although man cannot conceive it at 
the time, it being an interior freedom, by virtue whereof he 
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is desirous to subdue evil, and to such a degree, that he may 
stand in a strength and fortitude equal to that of the evil which 
assaults, otherwise he would never engage in the combat. ‘This 
freedom is from the Lord, who insinuates it into man’s conscience, 
and thereby causeth him to conquer evil as from himself, or his 
own propriety; by this freedom, man acquires a propriety on 
which the Lord can operate good ; without a propriety acquired, 
that is, given, by freedom, no man can be reformed, because he 
cannot receive a new will, which is conscience. Freedom thus 
conferred is the very plane on which the influx of good and truth 
from the Lord operates ; hence it is, that they who do not resist 
in temptations from such a principle of willingness, or freedom, 
fall therein. The life of man consists in freedom, because there- 
in consists his love, for whatsoever a man doeth from a principle 
of love, this appears to him to be free; but in that freedom, when 
man compelleth himself to oppose evil and the false, and to do 
good, there is celestial love, which the Lord at that time insinu- 
ates, and by which he creates his propriety, wherefore the Lord 
wills that that propriety should appear to man as his, although it 
is not his. ‘This propriety, which man thus receives by an appa- 
rent compulsion in the life of the body, is filled by the Lord in 
another life with indefinite delights and happinesses ; they also 
who receive this prepriety are by degrees enlightened, yea, are 
confirmed in this truta, that they have not compelled themselves, 
in the least instance-of themselves, but that the smallest tenden- 
cies of their will-principle were from the Lord, and that the rea- 
son why compulsion appeared to be of themselves was, that they 
might be gifted of the Lord with a new will-principle as their own, 
and that thus the life of celestial love might be appropriated to 
them ; for the Lord is willing to communicate to every one what 
is His, consequently to communicate a celestial principle, that it 
may appear to man as his, and in him, although it is not his; the 
angels are in such a propriety, and in proportion as they are prin- 
cipled in this truth, that all good and truth is from the Lord, in 
the same proportion they are in the delight and happiness of that 
propriety. But they who despise and reject all that is good and 
true, and who are unwilling to believe any thing which is repug- 
nant to their evil lusts and reasonings, these cannot compel them- 
selves, consequently they cannot receive this propriety of con- 
science, or new will-principle, From what hath been said above, 
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it appears also, that there is a difference between,a man’s com- 
pelling himself and being compelled, for no good can possibly 
come from being compelled, as when one nian is compelled by 
another to do good ; but for a man to compel himself is to act from 
a certain free principle unknown to him, for nothing compulsive 
is from the Lord ; hence it is an universal law, that all good and 
truth is inseminated in freedom, otherwise the ground is no ways 
recipient and nutritive of good;! nay, there is not any ground 
wherein seed can possibly grow.” A. C. 1937. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Tue Tente Generar Conrerence oF THE New Cuurcn 
was held at Dersy, in EnGLanp, from the 12th to the 14th of 
August last, at which were present a great:number of ministers, 
leaders, and delegates of societies, and members of the New 
Church. The reports made, and intelligence received, respecting 
the state of the Church, at this meeting, are highly gratifying ; 
and so fully were the friends convinced of the great uses to be 
derived from general conferences of the members of the New 
Church, that it was unanimously resolved, they should be annual- 
ly held—the next conference td be at Derby, the second Tuesday 
in August, 1818—62. Invitations are given tu every society in 
the United Kingdom to send delegates and communications. 
A proposition heing read from Liverpool, respecting the establish- 
ment of a seminary for instructing youth into the New Church 
Doctrines, connected with a liberal education, and preparing them 
for the ministry, it was resolved unanimously, that, as the New 
Church is under great inconvenience, for want of a suflicient 
number of qualified ministers, it is very desirable that something 
should be done on this most important subject. The conference, 
therefore, highly approved of the proposition ; and expressed a 
hope that the friends at Liverpool would digest a plan, and ascer- 
tain what means might be raised for carrying it into effect. The 
subject of additional restrictions, for preventing improper persons 
being ordained into the ministry, by requiring the approbation of 
the general conference, underwent considerable discussion ;. but 

was referred for further consideration to the next conference. It 
was earnestly recommended to all the members to have their 
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children baptized according to the forms established in the New 
Church. It was recommended to the ministers and leaders, to 
take under their care one or more young men, or other candidates 
for the ministry, whom they may deem capable of becoming effi- 
cient ministers. A general wish having been expréssed, that all 
the societies of the New Church should adopt uniformity in the 
externals of worship, it was resolved unanimously, that the con- 
ference are strongly impressed with a conviction, that, if a form 
of worship could be produced, that would meet the approbation of 
all those societies in the New Church, who are disposed to use a 
printed form, it would be of the highest benefit to the Church in 
general: they therefore request, that all those societies, who are 
willing to adopt a uniform mode of external worship, will signify 
the same to the next general conference. The conference con- 
cluded their meeting with a resolution, unanimously passed, in 
the following words : 

«¢ That this conference observe, with peculiar pleasure, a con- 
siderable increase, this year, in the number of delegates and let- 
ters, from the societies of the Lord’s New Church. Many of 
those societies not having heretofore held any communication 
with us, we regard their present favours as demonstrating their 
readiness to unite with us, in promoting the important and spi- 
ritual uses, which are so essential to the prosperity of that bless- 
ed and heavenly cause, in which we are engaged ; and, as it must 
be evident to all our Christian brethren, that the more united the 
several societies are, in principle, affection and operation, the 
greater harmony, success, and usefulness, will be the conse- 
quence ; hence we may perceive, how necessary it is, that all the 
societies and members of the New Church, who are separated 
from the Old, should become one UNITED Bopy, connected to- 
gether in the bonds of truth and goodness, zeal and affection, te 
assist and stimulate each other in every work, service and duty, of 
a religious and spiritual nature; and therefore we cannot but most 
earnestly request, that every society in the United Kingdom will 
take this subject into their most serious and deliberate considera- 
tion, and join us in maintaining annual conferences, by sending 
ministers, leaders, delegates, or reports, and thus connect them- 
selves with the whole as one body, one cuuRon; that such a 
proper order and agreement may be established among us, as shall 
be calculated to promote and continue that union and use, by 
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which the respectability, prosperity and happiness of the Church 
shall be promoted and increased. And, in order to facilitate the 
accomplishment thereof, we beg leave to remind our esteemed bre- 
thren, in all places, and in all societies, of the essential importance 
of cultivating those divine principles of Love To THE Lorp, anD 
Cuarity To May, in union with a genuine faith, which consti- 
tute the foundation and essence of all true religion. And that, 
under the influence of those heavenly principles, they will zeal- 
ously and devoutly labour to establish and maintain strict order 
and discipline in the several societies ; adopting such rules and 
regulations as may be calculated to suppress every thing disor- 
derly among them, and preserve the peace, respectability, and 
purity of the Church. And we do, as a conference, representing 
the societies connected with us, feel it our duty, (and from pure 
affection wish to discharge it,) to remind every individual mem- 
ber, how essential it is for them, as also for ourselves, to honour 
the most glorious profession we have made, and promote our own 
individual regeneration, by bringing our faith, our principles, and 
our doctrines into ultimates, by a corresponding conduct and life, 
abstaining from every appearance of evil, observing the worship 
of the Lord regularly, and walking in obedience to the Divine 
Commandments of Jesus Christ, that our minds may be open to 
the blessed operation of his word and spirit, and thereby be re- 
ceptive of those heavenly qualities, dispositions, and virtues, 
which are necessary to the enjoyment of that eternal state of 
felicity which we are all in the animating hope and prospect of 
obtaining.” 


a > a 


The following extracts from the Intellectual Repository, for 
October, 1817, No. 24, will be read with great interest : 


*“ MISSIONARY PROCEEDINGS. 


Most of our readers are probably aware, that that distinguished 
teacher of genuine truth, Mr. Hindmarsh, has been engaged, dur- 
ing the last two months, in a missionary visit to Scotland and the 
northern parts of England. ‘Through the kindness of the com- 
mittee at Manchester for conducting the aftairs of the mission- 
ary institution, we are enabled to present our readers with 
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the most important of Mr. Hindmarsh’s letters to Mr. Lockett, 
the treasurer to the institution, giving an account of his proceed- 
ings in the discharge of his mission, which will be read with equa} 
interest and delight. They are written with unaffected simpli- 
city and plainness; and, whilst they make us acquainted with 
results so far greater than could have been anticipated, we learn 
from them, at the same time, that their amiable and intelligent 
author, when compelled to speak so much of himself, knows how 
to do it without betraying the least tendency to magnify his own 
most useful but unassuming labours. It is indeed impossible to 
peruse his letters, without feeling the sincerest gratitude to the 
committee for having prevailed upon Mr. Hindmarsh to under- 
take such a task, and to that gentleman himself for having dis- 
charged it with such zeal and ability. The letters are as follow : 


Glasgow, August 4th, 1817. 
Dear Sir, 

arrived at this place on Tuesday night last, about ten o’clock. 
The next day, 1 found Mr. Morton, Mr. Attwell, Mr. Mackie, 
Mr. Patterson, and another or two, who constitute the whole so- 
ciety in Glasgow. At present they have no place of public meet- 
ing, but meet generally on a Sunday evening at Mr. Mackie’s, 
about a mile from the town. They are now proposing to engage 
a proper room or hall, wherein they may meet, and be better 
known to the public. I have lectured every evening since my 
arrival here, in a room at Mr. Attwell’s, and from sixteen te 
twenty persons have usually attended. The friends, for several 
days, had been looking out for a spacious and commodious hall, 
wherein I might preach on Sunday, but met with disappointment 
from various causes, some halls being under repair, and others 
not to be obtained till a meeting of the proprietors could be had. 
At length a large hall, fitted up like a theatre, for lectures on 
natural philosophy, was procured for Sunday evening, by the 
kindness of the Universalists, who, under the ministry of the 
celebrated Mr. Douglass, occupy it ona Sunday; and the Unita- 
rians liberally offered us the use of their chapel for the morning 
and afternoon. Though we all had an objection to be thought by 
the public as in any way identified with the Unitarians, yet, fiud- 
ing that no other convenient place could be obtained for any other 
part of Sunday than the evening, we thought it best to accept of 
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their kind offer ; and accordingly it was announced by public ad- 
vertisement in the newspapers of Saturday, and by handbills 
posted up in the town, that I would preach three times on Sun- 
day, at eleven in the morning in the Unitarian chapel, at two 
o’olock in the afternoon in the same place, and in the evening at 
six o’clock in the great hall of the Andersonian Institution. The 
congregation in the merning consisted of five hundred persons 3 
that in the afternoon of seven hundred; and in the evening no 
less than twelve hundred attended. About one thousand persons 
were seated directly in my view, on benches rising one above 
another, in a kind of semi-circular form: and in an anti-chamber; 
the doors of which were thrown open, on the stairs, and sur- 
rounding the doors, were about two hundred more, whom [ could 
not see, but who could all distinctly hear me. Besides these, 
many went away, who could not by any means gain admittance, 
on account of the great pressure of the crowd. The place was 
filled’ half an hour before the time ; and it was with great difficul- 
ty that I could reach my proper station, although I arrived fifteen 
minutes before six, the appointed hour. Having so large an au- 
dience to address, I was under the necessity of exerting myself; 
that I might be heard by them ail; and I understand, that not a 
word was lost. After the service, which lasted about an hour 
and forty minutes, I found myself quite hoarse ; but by care and 
a night’s rest, I am now considerably relieved in that respect. 
The doctrines of the New Church were heard by the different 
congregations with great astonishment, the various subjects treat- 
éd of being entirely new to them. But what permanent effect 
may be produced by this visit, cannot be seen at present, the so- 
ciety here having as yet no suitable place for public worship. 

A great interest has certainly been excited in this populous 
town; and the people, who are in general very expert in the 
knowledge of Scripture, are all disposed to judge for themselves, 
and will not take for granted any assertion from a stranger, un- 
Jess confirmed by an appeal to the written Word. 

I propose leaving Glasgow to-morrow, and expect to be in 
Edinburgh about six o’clock fie same evening. Notice of this 
has been sent to Mr. Dichmont; and I, hear that a hall has al- 
ready been engaged for me. ‘The society Here are very desirous 
that I should pay them another visit, after I have-been a week or 
two in Edinburgh ; and in the mean fime, they will endeavour to 
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procure the use of a chapel of ease belonging to the Kirk, and 
capable of holding three thousand persons ; or if they cannot ob- 
tain that, they will look out for some other equally spacious, that 
the public may again have an opportunity of gratifying the curi- 
osity which is now excited, and of hearing the New Doctrines 
further illustrated. This will be determined upon hereafter. I 
am to lecture this evening at eight o’clock, in Dr. Perry’s lecture 
room, belonging to Hutchinson’s hospital ; and many Unitarians, 
Trinitarians and Universalists, are expected to be present, notice 
to that effect having been given to the congregation assembled 
last night. 
With kind remembrances to all friends, I remain, 
Dear Sir, your’s affectionately, 
Rosert HinpMaRsu. 


Edinburgh, Jug. 11, 1817 =61. 
Dear Sir, 


On the evening of the day I wrote to you from Glasgow, I lec- 
tured in Dr. Perry’s room, in the Hutchinsonian hospital, to about 
five hundred persons, the room not admitting of more. I took 
occasion to explain two of the commandments in their three 
senses, natural, spiritual, and celestial, viz. Honour thy father 


and thy mother, &c. and Thou shalt not kill. The people were. 


astonished beyond measure; and one of them afterwards declared, 


that such a flood of light rushed in upon them, as to produce an, 


universal assent to every word spoken on these subjects. I re- 
ferred to those two commandments, in order to give them a spe- 


cimen or two of the nature of the internal sense of the Word, as, 


distinguishable from the literal sense, and yet clearly involved 
in it. 


On Tuesday the 5th instant, I arrived in this city, and have 


been well received by our friends, especially Mr. Dichmont and 
Mr. Bruce, at whose house I now am, by Mr. Tuting, .Mr. Par- 
ker, &c. &c. I preached on Thursday evening in the Freemason’s 
Hall, to about seven hundred persons, and three times on Sunday. 
But the curiosity excited in the town was such, that the place 
was excessively crowded. Above a thousand were present each 


time yesterday ; and it has been thought, that as many more were. 
unable to get in. Each time the attention of the audience was. 
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remarkable; and the effect produced, I am told, is very great. 
Among the numerous reports circulated since the meetings, as 
the opinions of those who attended, are the following. One per- 
son said, his faith was well shaken. Another was heard to de- 
clare, that now he is in possession of a clue, by which he may 
understand the Scriptures as he reads them by himself. A third, 
a venerable old woman, said, “ At last in my old age I have found 
the true way of salvation, the sure road to heaven.” And seve- 
ral of our own friends have more than once quoted the words of 
old Simeon at the birth of our Lord. If a great interest was ex- 
cited in Glasgow, it appears that a still greater, if possible, is 
excited here. Some have come from Glasgow almost on purpose 
to hear me again, a distance of forty-two miles, and I understand 
that ministers of various professions, the Kirk, the Methodists, 
Unitarians, Baptists, Burghers, &c. &c. were present yesterday. 
I am to preach again on Wednesday evening next, at half past 
six, and twice on Sunday: after which I propose bending my 
course homewards. 

With kind remembrances to all the gentlemen of the missionary 
committee, and our friends both in Manchester and Salford, 

I remain, dear Sir, 
Your’s affectionately, 


Rost. HrnpMmMarsua. 


Salford, Sept. 4, 181761. 
Dear Sir, 

I reached home last might, after an absence of six weeks in the 
north. In my last letter, dated Newcastle upon Tyne, 23d Au- 
gust, I informed you of my arrival in that town, and that I in- 
tended to preach twice on the following day. Upwards of three 
hundred attended in the morning, and in the afternoon double 
that number. At six o’clock in the evening, I met the society 
and some strangers in the school-room, adjoining that wherein the 
worship is performed. The place was filled, not less than a hun- 
dred being present: and I related to them the particulars of my. 
journey. A young gentleman, a stranger to the society, attend- 
ed, and seemed very desirous of knowing more about the doc- 
trines, especially about the science of correspondencies, which, 
he observed, was a key to the internal or genuine sense of the 
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Word. He expressed his full intention of examining the writings 
of E. S. and took home with him, the same evening, the Treatise 
on Heaven and Hell. The whole of the society were delighted 
with the meetings, which took place on this day; and some said, 
they little expected to have seen such a congregation collected in 
that place to hear the new doctrines. Their minister gave me 
the following statement of the numbers of the society, viz. seven- 
ty-nine adults, twenty-three children and youths ; of whom forty 
adults and twenty-three children have been baptized since 15th 
December last: besides several constant hearers, who express 
their approbation of the doctrines of the New Church, ahd read 
the writings. 

On Monday the 25th of August, I left Newcastle, and the next 
day arrived at Hull, where I was most hospitably entertained by 
Mr. King. On Wednesday, the Rev. Dr. M’Rea, a Scotch cler- 
gyman, hearing I was in the town, called upon me, and stated 
that he had lately come from America, where he had resided for- 
ty years; that he had been a reader of the writings of E. S. for 
nineteen years; that he had seen my Letters to Dr. Priestley, in 
America, which he highly approved of; and that now, being de- 
sirous of settling in England, he wished to open a school in some 
populous town, and to preach the new doctrines, if he should be 
found acceptable to any of the societies, after a fair and full trial. 
He seemed to prefer Sheffield, and requested me to give him a 
line of introduction to some member of the Society in that place. 
In compliance with his desire, I therefore promised to give him 
a letter of introduction, (not recommendation, he being a perfect 
stranger to me,) addressed to Mr. James Bradley, the missionary 
minister at Sheffield: this letter he said he would cal! for in a 
day or two; but I have neither seen nor heard of him since. In 
the evening of this day, about a dozen members of the Hull soci- 
ety gave me the meeting at Mr. King’s house; when it was con- 
cluded to make application for the use of the old Chapel in Dag- 
ger lane, on Friday evening, and on Sunday. But the gentleman, 
to whom the application was made, being ont of towns an answer 
was not received till Friday morning. Immediately, however, 
bills were posted up in the town, announcing a sermon on that 
evening, and three sermons on the Sunday following. ‘About 
two hundred attended on Friday evening; on Sunday morning 
upwards of three hundred; and in the afternoon and evening 
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about six hundred each time. Several ministers of different per- 
suasions were present in the evening, and among them a Jewish 
Rabbi, who appeared to be taking down in writing the whole dis- 
course. The same, I understand, was done in the morning by 
some minister, who was present. A clergyman of the establish- 
ed church having expressed a desire to see me, I waited upon him 
on Monday morning, and was received with the greatest kindness 
and affability. He had read my letters to Dr. Priestley, and much 
approved of the spirit in which they were written. He had also 
read several of Mr. Clowes’s works, and other writings of the 
New Church; and although he was not prepared to receive the 
whole system of doctrine contained therein, yet he was free to 
acknowledge, that many sublime truths were discoverable in al- 
most every part of them, and that in fact those truths had made 
their way to his understanding through his heart. 1 congratulated 
him on their having taken so excellent a road, which I thought 
might be compared to a highway between the land of Israel and 
Assyria. He said, that, were I of the Church of England, his 
pulpit would have been entirely at my service ; and further add- 
ed, that, had he not been so much engaged in preparing young 
people for an approaching confirmation by the bishop, he would 
gladly have heard me preach in Dagger lane chapel, the preced- 
ing evening. He regretted, that I had met with some opposition 
from the clergy, when I was at Colchester last year: for, having 
read the account of that visit in the Intellectual Repository, he 
had conceived a great respect for me, and wished much to see 
me. In the short interview, which [ had with him, he treated me 
with the greatest attention, and in conclusion wished me success 
in, all that is good and beneficial to mankind. On the day of my 
departure from Hull, [ visited many of our friends, all of whom 
expressed their thankfulness for the services that I had been en- 
abled to perform among them: and I left them, deeply impressed 
with a sense of their kindness towards me, which I regard as a 
testimony of their love of the truth. 

I reached York on Monday night, the Ist of September, and 
was most kindly received by Mr. Gleadow, keeper of the Old 
George, whose wife lies dangerously ill of a cancer in her breast. 
Hearing that I was on a missionary journey into Scotland, and 
that [should probably return through York, it wasthe earnest desire 

of Mrs. Gleadow to be baptized by me into the faith of the New 
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Church, aud after a short interval to receive the holy supper in 
confirmation of the same. I found her in an extremely low state 
of body, but anxious to perform every part of her duty while in 
this lower world. It was therefore concluded, that both ceremo- 
nies should be performed the next morning. Accordingly on 
Tuesday the 2d of September she was baptized agreeably to the 
form of the New Church, in the presence of her husband and two 
female friends who attend her: and after a short interval, which 
was occupied in reading some suitable portions of the Psalms, the 
holy supper was administered to her, and to the other persons 
present. It appears, that a clergyman of the town had offered 
his services, to administer the sacrament to Mrs. Gleadow ac- 
cording to the rite of the Church of England: but this she declin- 
ed, conceiving that it would have been a direct violation of her 
faith in the one true God Jesus Christ, by a solemn acknowledg- 
ment of three Divine Persons, or what is the same thing, Three 
Gods, one of whom is supposed to have suffered death, to appease 
the wrath of another. She asked the clergyman if he would ad- 
minister the sacrament to her according to the form contained in 
the Liturgy of the New Church ? To which he replied, after look- 
ing it carefully over, that he could not conscientiously do so, be- 
cause in that Liturgy Jesus Christ is acknowledged to be Jeho- 
vah, the Only God of heaven and earth. ‘ And that is the very 
reason,” said Mrs. Gleadow, “why I will take it in no other 
form.”>—May the dying words of Mrs. Gleadow be a lesson to 
every other member of the New Church, when placed in similar 
circumstances ! 

On Tuesday the 2d of September, I arrived at Leeds, between 
five and six o’clock, and at seven the same evening preached in 
the Society’s room, to about one hundred and fifty persons, who 
had assembled on a very short notice. I have reason to believe, 
that the society in this town would soon become numerous and 
flourishing, were an able minister, like Mr. Bradley, permanently 
fixed among them. 

On Wednesday the 3d of September, I took the coach for 
Manchester, and reached home in safety at half past seven in 
the evening, after an absence of six weeks. 

After reflecting on the various circumstances attending my 
journey into the North, and the affectionate manner in which I 
have been received by every society I visited, I am led to hope, 
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that some good may have been actually accomplished on the 
occasion, and that a foundation may have been laid for more, 
when the many strangers, who came to hear me, shall have had 
time to reflect on the great truths, which were proclaimed in their 
ears. The missionary institution appears to meet with the uni- 
versal approbation of the Church, and there is an evident disposi- 
tion in every one of the members, whom I have conversed with, 
to give it all the support in their power. ‘The society of Glasgow 
have sent by me 5/. and the society of Edinburgh 120. for the 
missionary fund: besides which, as a mark of their regard and 
affection for me personally, they have presented me with a valu- 
able gold ring, set with an amethyst ; which, with the occasion and 
maiiner of bestowing the gift, will ever impress my mind with a 
sense of gratitude and esteem for their unexpected, and in a great 
degree unmerited kindness. But indeed all the other societies 
have manifested their good will, not only to the cause of truth, 
which has associated them together, but even to the instruments 
made use of by their Divine Master, in the extension of His new 
kingdom on earth. And it is to me a source of high gratification, 
to reflect, and to have reason to believe, that, if I have in any 
measure contributed to the happiness or improvement of others, 
I have at the same time borne away from every society, and al- 
most from every individual with whom I have conversed, during 
my missionary excursion, the valued prize of their sincere affec- 
tion and esteem. . 

Having thus given you a brief narrative of the chief circum- 
stances attending my late journey, I have now only further to 
add, that, after all our endeavours to become useful one to an- 
ether, it becomes us still to consider ourselves as unprofitable ser- 
vants ; since all the good, that can possibly arise from our most 
active exertions, flows from, and ought solely to be ascribed to, 


the fountain of all good, even our adorable Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. In this sentiment, I remain, 


Dear Sir, 
Your’s affectionately, 


Rost. HinpDMARSH.” 
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“STATE AND PROGRESS 
Of the New Church in Foreign Countries. 


The minutes of the late conference contain an abstract of a 
letter, which affords a dawn of hope, that the heavenly doctrines 
will, ere long, make some progress in 

Holland. Mr. Charles Ley, of Rotterdam, an affectionate reci- 
pient of these sublime truths, writes, that 

‘¢sHe purposed t& commence, on the Saturday previous to the 
conference, a missionary journey of a week, to Amsterdam, Ley- 
den, and Utrecht. He has heard, that a son of John Christian 
Van Seep, the bookseller, referred to in letter VI. in the Eulogi- 
um, resides at this time in Amsterdam. Mr. Ley will make in- 
quires of him respecting the Honourable Author and his works, 
and endeavour to discover some recipients of the doctrines. Mr. 
Ley states, that he has published a work entitled, « Thoughts on 
the Holy League,” in the form of an address to the clergy, chiefly 
from Mr. Hindmarsh’s work on that subject. It is in some parts 
abridged, and in others enlarged, which he hopes Mr. Hindmarsh 
will excuse, as his object was, to adapt the work to the use of the 
Dutch Church ministers. He informs the friends of the New 
Church, that some beams of hope are breaking through the eastern 
horizon ; that the little society, meeting at his house, are increas- 
ed two or three in number, since the last conference; and a Mr. 
Van Alphen, a schoolmaster, is so thoroughly convinced of the 
truths of the heavenly doctrines, that he translates them, and 
reads them in the Dutch language among his acquaintances, and 
has proposed to give his son an education suitable for the ministry 
of the New Church, if the youth should take a turn for so desira- 
ble an end and use.” 

Germany. In our last, we mentioned the gloomy account of 
this country, given in a letter in the late Manchester Report. A 
gentleman in London, however, has since received two letters 
from the same worthy friend, containing orders for books for “a 
valuable new reader of the Doctrines, a clergyman, who pro- 
mises to become a real recipient thereof.” In his first letter, 
the writer says, * It will gratify you to know, that the clergyman 
for whom the books are intended, is a man greatly esteemed for 
his piety and talents, who reads Swedenborg already with appro- 
bation, and has expressed to me the highest regard for all the 
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writings of Mr. Clowes.” And in his second letter, he adds, 
«¢‘ the new reader of the doctrines is the Rev. Mr. , at Lu- 
beck, a very worthy and intelligent clergyman, but who as yet 
does not wish his name to be made public, as he has reason to ap- 
prehend that his congregation would all leave him, if, without 
further preparation, they got acquainted with his adherence to the 
doctrines of Swedenborg.” 





We have received the Intellectual Repository for October last, 
being the twenty-fourth number, and the concluding one of the 
third volume. This magazine, which has been published quar- 
terly, in London, during the last six years, is a work of the very 
first order. Its original papers are generally written with great 
ability ; and the matter it contains is usually so interesting to the 
friends of the New Church in this country, and so carefully se- 
lected, that we cannot recommend it in terms too strong. Asa 
number of copies of the American Repository are subscribed for 
in England, it would be peculiarly gratifying to us to increase the 
subscription list for the English work which we have in our pos- 
session. In making this suggestion, we trust that our friends 
will do us the justice of ascribing it to the true motive, viz. the 
good of the Church ; for, as we never can, directly or indirectly, 
reap any pecuniary benefit from our labours in the conduct of this. 
work, it comes not within the class of selfish considerations. 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 


Departed this life, on the 27th of June, 1817, at the Havanna, in 
the 82d year of his age, Mr. John Eckstein, lately of Philadelphia, 
sculptor and statuary. This aged and respectable gentleman was 
born at Poppenreuth, near Niirnberg, in Germany. Displaying, 
at a very early age, a remarkable taste for painting and sculp- 
ture, his father placed him under the tuition of Mr. Preissler, pro- 
fessor of the Academy of Arts and Sciences at Niirnberg, and, at 
the same time, with one of the most skilful sculptors of the place. 
With both these gentlemen he continued until he had completed 
his academical studies, in the course of which he made such rapid 
progress, and exhibited so happy a talent, that he became the 
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favourite scholar of both his preceptors; whilst his moral and 
correct deportment ensured him their friendship and esteem. 

Having finished his education, he began to travel, and visited 
the principal cities of Germany, Flanders and Holland, that were 
celebrated for their encouragement of the arts and sciences, where 
he was much caressed and admired for his attainments. He next 
visited England, where he remained seven years, during which 
period he found great encouragement in the prosecution of his 
profession ; and, amongst other acknowledgments of the high or- 
der of his talents, he received the premium awarded for a pro- 
duction in marble, publicly exhibited at the Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. Amongst the different specimens of art from his hands, 
now extant in that country, is an allegorical design, in basso re- 
lievo, commemorative of the death of general Wolfe, and attach- 
ed to his monument in Westminster Abbey. Both the composi- 
tion and execution were his. 

At the close of the Seven Years’ War, in Germany, Mr. Eck- 
stein received an invitation from Frederic the Second, king of 
Prussia, to reside in his dominions, which he accepted. Although 
his prospects were flattering, and his desire to revisit his native 
country ardent, hé left England with sentiments of extreme re- 
gret; and ever after remembered, with heart-felt gratitude, the 
liberal patronage he had there experienced. After his arrival in 
Prussia, he executed, under the protection of its great monarch, 
numerous works in sculpture, which were designed to adorn his 
magnificent buildings and parks in Potsdam and its environs, 
and his favourite palace of Sans Souci. After a residence of se- 
veral years in Prussia, being invited by the grand duke of Meck- 
lenberg to settle near his court, he removed with his family to 
Ludwigslust, where he found himself esteemed and respected by 
this prince, not only as an artist, but as a friend. Some time after- 
wards, he was sent by the duke on a commission of a professional 
nature to England. The reception he met with in that country, 
and the encouragement heid out to him by artists and friends, 
were so highly flattering, that nothing but a sense of duty and 
respect for a prince who had honoured him with his friendship, 
could have induced him to return. These considerations decided 
the course of his conduct; and, after a visit of a year’s duration, 
he left England with more painful emotions than ever.. After 
continuing with the grand duke four years longer, he was prevail- 
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ed upon, by the solicitations of his wife’s connexions, to accept a 
second invitation from Frederic, and remove to Berlin, and sub- 
sequently to Potsdam, the favourite summer abode of the king. 
After the death of this monarch, he executed numerous works of 
art, under the patronage of Frederic William, by whom he was 
not less noticed than by his predecessor. 

At this period, he resolved to visit America, of whose republi- 
can institutions and character he had long entertained the most 
exalted opinion. To accomplish this favourite object, no sacrifice 
was thought too great. He accordingly left Potsdam, in the year 
1794; and embarked soon after with his family at Hamburgh for 
Philadelphia, where he arrived in the month of November of the 
same year. Here, unfortunately, he had to lament that his pro- 
fessional labours did not meet with that encouragement in a new 
country, which is so liberally bestowed upon genius in Europe; 
and, like many of his brother artists, he had to struggle with ad- 
versity during many of the latter years of his life. His last pro- 
duction, was a bust of Emanuel Swedenborg, about three feet 
high, in Italian marble, designed from a print, and executed when 
he was eighty years of age, for Mr. William Schlatter, that liberal 
patron of the New Church at Philadelphia. He continued to re- 
side in this city until the month of January last, when he sailed 
for the Havanna, where he had a prospect of being employed in 
the completion of a large monument, remaining unfinished at that 
place, for want of a competent artist. 

Possessing a philanthropic disposition, and a heart sincere in 
its professions, Mr. Eckstein was beloved by a numerous circle of 
friends. Although, in his early years, his mind was somewhat 
poisoned with the philosophy of modern days, asis too frequently 
the case with the votaries of science, yet, by the divine providence 
of the Lord, the sacred remains, stored up in his youth by the 
instruction of pious and spiritual-minded parents, were protected 
from the assaults of the enemy. Divine truth, in a mind not 
habitually confirmed in evil, soon made impressions, which open- 
ed the way for an affectionate and interior reception of the doc- 
trines of the New Jerusalem, in which he was simultaneously ac- 
companied by a pious and sensible wife, with whom he lived in 

the bonds of matrimony for nearly fifty years. In the life of Mr. 
Eckstein, the principles of the Christian were conspicuous. With 
an exalted reverence for the Word of God, an unaffected piety, 
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and a submissive resignation to the divine will, he studied a sin- 
cere and upright performance of the various uses allotted to him 
in this lower world. To Jesus Curist he ascribed all glory, and 
honour, and power; and from His divine and unmerited mercy 
alone did he expect to receive the reward of eternal felicity, 


which is promised to all who believe on his name, and practise 
his commandments. 


a + ee 


, at Philadelphia, on the Ist day of November last, in the 
73d year of his age, Mr. Francis Bar.ey, one of the first receiv- 
ers of the doctrines of the New Jerusalem, in the United States. 
He was born at the seat of his father, Robert Bailey, in Sadsbury 
township, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the $d of Septem- 
ber, 1744. Early in life, he discovered an almost universal ge- 
nius for mechanics, particularly manifested in the improvement 
of watches, and repairing the works of clocks, mills, &c.; he 
had also a considerable talent for engraving. When arrived 
at a more mature age, he became very desirous of acquiring 
the art of printing; but, not willing to apprentice himself, 
several years elapsed before he had an opportunity of gratifying 
his wishes. In 1771, he became acquainted with Peter Miller, a 
religious recluse, and founder of the society at Ephrata, in Lan- 
caster county, who was a man of science and learning. A mutual 
friendship ensued. For the use of the society, a small office had 
been established ; and, on a visit of three weeks, Mr. Bailey ac- 
quired a competent knowledge of the printing business. Imme- 
diately afterwards, he undertook a journey to New-York, for the 
purpose of purchasing an office, and returned to Lancaster, His 
first publication was a small manual of devotion. In 1774, he 
was appointed, under the colonial government, post-master at 
Lancaster, in which office he continued during his residence in 
that place. In 1777, he was deputed by government to go to Vir- 
ginia, for the purpose of bringing back the state prisoners, who 
had been sent thither on account of their political opinions. They 
were principally the leading men of the society of Friends, in 
Philadelphia. Mr. Bailey was singularly calculated to win the 
affection and friendship of those with whom he associated. Firm 
both in his religious and political sentiments, yet not obtruding 
either on the notice of those around him; cheerful and facetious 
as a companion, and possessed of a delicacy and refinement of 
feeling, which might almost be termed romantic, it is not to be 
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wondered at, that a lasting friendship with those gentlemen was 
the consequence. In 1778, Mr. Bailey removed his family to 
Philadelphia, and was soon afterwards appointed printer to the 
state of Pennsylvania, and at the same time edited a daily paper, 
entitled «* The Freeman’s Journal,’ which was then supposed to 
be the best paper in circulation. In his religious profession, 
he had been a strict Presbyterian; and was one of the deacons, 
or elders, in the 2d Presbyterian church, in Pine street, Phila- 
delphia. In this profession he continued until the year 1784, in 
the spring of which, Mr. James Glen, from Glasgow, in Scotland, 
arrived in Philadelphia. Mr. Glen, on his arrival, delivered 
several lectures on the doctrines, but leaving Philadelphia soon 
after, a number of books, sent from England for Mr. Glen, fell 
into the hands of Mr. Bailey, by the perusal of which he became 
an ardent recipient of the Truth. 

In 1787, he published the “ Summary View,” and distributed it 
gratis, as a kind of preface to the larger work, which it was his 
intention to publish. About this time, he determined to loose the 
ties which united him to the Old Church, and accordingly sent in 
his resignation of church membership, which was much regretted 
by the heads of the church, particularly bygthe clergyman, the 
Rev. Dr. Duffield, who was warmly attached to him, and with 
whom the most affectionate intimacy continued during the whole 
of the doctor’s life. Great pains were taken by the heads of the 
church to dissuade him from publishing the writings ; but he was 
so fully convinced of their truth, that, in 1789, he issued propo- 
sals for publishing, by subscription, the True Christian Religion, 
and having obtained about fifty subscribers, put it to press. His 
intention was to publish it in numbers, but after the first. number 
was issued, the few subscribers began to fall off, and he found 
himself obliged tojstand alone in this important work. Blest with 
health, industry, and means, he determined to devote them all to 
the cause; and, as soon as circumstances would permit, an edi- 
tion of one thousand copies was published. Ardent in his faith, 
and no less so in his hopes, he believed that every one who could 
be persuaded to read, would become proselytes to the doctrines 
inculcated in this invaluable work. But, unfortunately, he was 
doomed to disappointment; his intimate friends, indeed, out of 
personal consideration, were induced to read, and some of them 
became affectionate receivers of the doctrines. _Most.of them reé- 
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siding at a distance, the truths of the New Church became, by 
this means, widely disseminated. A few years afterwards, he 
published an edition of one thousand copies of the “ Conjugial 
Love.” Mr. Carter, of Maryland, after this work was publish- 
ed, offered to cover one-half the expense of paper and press-work, 
for which he received five hundred copies. About the same time, 
Mr. Bailey published the * Doctrine of Life,” and a catechism 
of the New Church; a number of these, as well as the larger 
works, he distributed in all the cities and principal towns in the 
Union. So few, however, were disposed of, that the principal 
part of the edition remains on hand. In the year 1799, he re- 
turned to his paternal estate in Lancaster county, where he im- 
parted the doctrines to many. On his retiring to the country, it 
was his intention to give up printing entirely. But being ap- 
pointed printer of the laws of the state, on the election of gover- 
nor M’Kean, who was an old and intimate friend, he continued 
in business for some time. A few years afterwards, he returned 
to Philadelphia, where, through unforeseen vicissitudes, he was 
obliged to witness the entire loss of his once large property. In 
this, and the many other trials he had to endure, he manifested a 
firmness and resigygtion not to be described; to use his own 
words, “ I never courted the smiles of Fortune, and her frowns 
have no power to dismay me.” His constant expression, on eve- 
ry new trial, was, “ It is but a new modification of Divine Love, 
to bring us nearer to himself.” His earthly treasure was to him 
always a secondary consideration. But, if the blessings of the 
widow, the orphan, and the stranger, be treasure in Heaven, ’tis 
surely his. His liberality and benevolence were not confined to 
sect or nation; all who were in want, to him were friends, and 
often was he saluted in the streets with terms of grateful remem- 
brance, by those whom he had befriended, bug.whose names and 
persons were obliterated from his memory. One instance occur- 
red, the last time he walked out. He was accosted with, “ Friend, 
when I stood much in need, thou wast indeed a friend :”” yet no 
recollection marked how, when, or where. In his last illness, 
though at times suffering acute bodily pain, ne was never heard 
to utter a complaint; but always answered the inquiries of his 
friends cheerfully ; saying, “ I am gradually wearing away, but 
am well both in mind and body, not anxious to leave this world, 
but quite willing.” : 
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, in Cumberland, Maryland, on the 21st of October last, 
Lavinia R. Murpocn, in the 23d year of her age. Within the. 
last twelve-month of her life, this interesting and amiable young 
lady had become a sincere and zealous receiver of the doctrines of 
the New Church. To an unaffected simplicity of manners, and an 
almost uninterrupted flow of spirits, she united a strength of un- 
derstanding and a thirst for knowledge, which rendered her the 
delight and admiration of all who were capable of appreciating 
her excellence. With lives as pure, we may hope for a depar- 
ture as triumphant, as that of Lavinia R. Murdoch. Some of the 
particulars of her last illness and death are communicated in the 
following letter. 


‘“ Bedford, Oct. 24, 1817=61. 
Reverend and dear Sir, 


It is with extreme sensibility I have to announce to you and 
my friends in Philadelphia, that ouf amiable and much-loved 
sister, Lavinia, is gone to the mansions of bliss. She left this 
natural world on last Tuesday evening, about 4 o’clock, after an 
illness of about ten days. 

The interesting and heavenly scenes exhibited during her in- 
disposition, excited the astonishment, wonder®and delight, of all 
who came within her sphere, and are too important and edifying 
to be withheld from you ; although I feel myself utterly incapable 
to do justice to them in the detail. 

About two weeks before her death, she perceived she had 
taken a cold, which, in some measure, was neglected for near a 
week. It finally terminated in what is called a bilious pleurisy, 
of a severe character, which confined her to her bed, and gave 
her early presentiments of her fate. For it seems she early ex- 
pressed a strong desire to see me, as connected with the New 
Church ; her mind being constantly exercised with the sublime 
beauties of that dispensation, during her whole illness. Being 
sent for, four days before her departure, I arrived, and found her 
(amidst a number of weeping and admiring friends) calm, pions, 
cheerful, intelligent and resigned; exerting herself to induce that 
resignation around her which she herself possessed, and an hum- 
ble resignation to that Providence which, she said, was wisest and 
best in every dispensation. She early desired me to pray with 
her, from the New Church Liturgy, and to read the Word, which 
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I repeatedly did, and with which she would join, with an arden- 
cy and delight that melted the hearts of all around, producing a 
sphere of exalted piety I never before witnessed, evincing that 
it flowed entirely from the New Heaven, although the greatest 
number always present were members of the Old Church. As 
the excitement of her disease increased, her views of natural things 
were left behind, and she dwelt entirely on the great and beautiful 
realities of the spiritual world, and frequently in the pure lan- 
guage of the most exalted correspondencies. Seeing her mother’s 
great anxiety, and fearing that some of her emotions arose out of 
a doubt of the correctness of her religious opinions, she made a 
great effort to detail a few of the striking features of our Church, 
in which she stated, ** that the Lord was the Sun of Heaven”— 
‘‘ that Gop himself descended to redeem man, and that without 
He had so descended, none of us ever were, or could have been 
saved,’’—closing with this emphatic observation: “ You know, 
ma, there is but one Gop and one Saviour. There was some- 
thing, however, still more interesting in her manner. There was 
an animating smile of sweetness and beauty resting on her coun- 
tenance, as she spoke, that electrified all around her; and in the 
tears of the spectators you would frequently see smiles, and hear 
them exclaim, “‘She speaks like an angel!” ‘ How beautiful !” 
*“ How fit for Heaven!” &c. Some of the most intelligent would 
rush out of the room, exclaiming, with uncommon ardency, “ If 
this is the effect of the doctrines of the New Church, never will I 
again suffer them to be aspersed in my presence !” “ What an 
example of piety and wisdom!” “ Who would not envy such a 
death-bed !” 

As the fever began to affect her head her restlessness increas- 
ed, and a twitching of the tendons became troublesome. Every 
effort was made to keep her from talking too much, and to in- 
duce her to lie still, in hopes that sleep might be obtained, for as 
yet she had never closed her eyes. Knowing the divine power of 
the Word, I tried what effect it would have. I read an appropri- 
ate psalm, and, to my delight and astonishment, she became per- 
fectly calm and attentive, exclaiming, occasionally, “ how beau- 
tiful! how true !”? I asked her if she heard and understood me. 
She replied, “« most distinctly.” At one time she desired to read, 
herself, in the Bible; but she could not keep her eyes fixed on 
one line at a time; she then had it spread before her, as she sat 
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up, on her pillow, and laid her two hands open on the leaves, and 
thus rested for some time. When the Bible was closed, her 
restlessness returned with increased violence. The Word was 
again read, and her disease appeared almost suspended. Every 
one felt astonished. Some exclaimed, “It is miraculous!” I clo- 
sed with the Lord’s prayer. Every body prostrated themselves at 
her bed-side, and I never felt a purer sphere of humble piety than 
filled the room at that moment. One of the physicians (Dr. Law- 
rence) who attended her was greatly struck and delighted with 
it, and, being a pious man, he finally prescribed a chapter from 
the Word, every hour or two, which was used with the same hap- 
py effects, unti} her mind sunk under the disease. 

On Tuesday morning it was evident, from the disease settling 
on her brain, that she would soon leave us. There was uncome 
mon brilliancy in her eye, which appeared to be looking beyond 
external things, into the spiritual world; the benignity of her 
siniles increased almost to joy ; sh@ spoke of “ mountains, hills, 
and beautiful vallies ;’? she would exclaim, “* How beautiful! how 
enchanting! what lovely dimples! give me my dress! my wed- 
ding garment! there’s room for us all! come, come! more 
yet! father! father!” until she became exhausted, and she clo- 
sed in a fainter and softer tone, “I come! I come! I come!” 
She now appeared to be leaving us; her eyes closed; she became: 
calm, and the disease appeared to have little more to act upon. 
Soon after, she was again somewhat convulsed, after which she 
opened her'eyes, and gently said, “ Yes, Lord! yes, Lord !”— 
and spoke no more. From that time she became perfectly calm 
and insensible, a sweet smile settled on her face, and she gradu- 
ally, in about half an hour, expired without a groan ! 

During the last two hours of her life, every word and every 
look was anxiously caught at: Every person in the room (and 
there were twelve or fifteen) was hovering close around her, sit- 
ting on the bed, kneeling around it, or hanging over it, that they 
might lose nothing in a scene so heavenly and uncommon. And 
when she breathed her last, they all, as it were with one impulse, 
knelt around, while the Lord’s prayer was solemnly repeated. 

Such, my dear Sir, is a faint outline of the uncommon circum- 
stances, which took place during the last illness of this amiable 
and excellent girl, in no instance exaggerated ; the good effects 
of which, I trust, will long be felt by those whose happiness it 
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was to witness them. That there was a particular Providence 
in the time and manner of her death, for the benefit of the New 
Church, I have no doubt. She had been confirmed in the doc- 
trines, and had openly, and on all proper occasions, avowed it ; 
she had been the blessed means of introducing them to the affec- 
tions of her brothers and sisters, and exciting the desire of others 
to examine; she had sown the seed. The tears of admiration and 
astonishment which flowed at her death, will do more to water 
and nourish it, than perhaps all the exertions of a long life. More 
prejudices against our holy religion were destroyed at that mo- 
ment, than perhaps the reasoning of a life could effect. Al- 
though all my sensibilities were greatly excited during the whole 
scene, I thank the Lord that he wonderfully supported me, to 
have an eye and ear constantly to the New Church, in every 
thing that was connected with it. In no instance, I believe, did 
any thing transpire, either in the weakness consequent on Lavi- 
nia’s disease, or in the variotis devotions used during the time, 
but what appeared dignified and impressive to every one present; 
especially, at the close of all, the reading the funeral service, in 
which, during the prayers, nearly the whole audience knelt on 


the grass, contrary to the common forms of the place, evincing a 
respect and sympathy not at all expected. I closed that service 
by reading the 98th hymn, altering the first and last lines in this 
manner : 


** O blest is she who dies in peace,” &c. 


I was once or twice with Layinia alone, when I took occasion, 
in a delicate manner, to draw from her, at that interesting mo- 
ment, her opinions of the doctrines of the New Church. She 
declared her most implicit confidence in their truth, adding, 
“they were as clear as the light of day.” | 

I also desired to know if she had any anxieties about passing 
into the other world. She said she had none. She was perfect- 
ly satisfied to submit to whatever the Lord deemed proper. At 
the same time she also submitted, with the most perfect patience, 
to whatever her physician recommended, although the prescrip- 
tions were frequently painful and unpleasant. In fact, she was 
the model of every thing that was excellent, and the admiration 
of her physicians, friends and relations. 

In reviewing the interesting scenes that I have just passed 
through, and now described, however much I loved this favourite 
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sister, and however for the moment I regretted parting with her, 
I must say, there is now more joy than sorrow ip the mingled 
emotions which are produced, and 1 woutd-aot call her back 
from the mansions of peace, so congenial to the purity and ex- 
cellence of her mind. 

In these views and feelings, [ know you and our friends in 
Philadelphia will unite with me, more particularly when you are 
informed how dear and interesting to her heart was every recol- 
lection of you and them, in her last illness. How often she 
would speak of your sweet and impressive voice! of the pulpit 
and the temple! of the holy sacrament of the Lord’s supper ! and 
of every thing connected with the Church; and even when her 
understanding was no longer able to guide her affections, she 
would dwell upon your name, and call upon you, as if you were 
present. 

Farewell, my good sir, and may we all pray for an end so 
happy and so exemplary ; may we all endeavour to become wor- 
thy of a blessing so enviable, and of an exit which promises such 
future and eternal felicity. 

I remain, reverend and dear sir, 
With great respect and affection, 
Your friend and humble servant, 


J. M. ESPY. 
The Rev. Mr. Carll.” 
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POETRY. 


HYMN. 


1 Ricu in mercy, Jesus reigns, 
Heaven owns no other king; 
Crown him, mortals, in your strains, 
While his matchless grace you sing. 
Angels wake their loftier lays, 
Kindled from celestial fires ; 
Humbler spirits bid his praise 
Sweetly flow from silver lyres. 
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2 Mortals! catch the pleasing strain, 
. Gratitude demands the song— 
Jesusurids his Church again, 
Where your Babel stood so long. 
Truth divine her wall supports, 
Love has pav’d her streets of gold ; 
Jasper towers, and crystal courts, 
Gates of pearl, that never fold. 


3 Pilgrims! enter, and rejoice— 

Here your Saviour holds his throne ; 
*Tis the City of his Choice, 

*Tis the Church he calls his own. 
Precious gems on every side, 

Height’ning all her heavenly charms— 
*Tis the Lamb’s celestial Bride, 

Smiling in her Husband’s arms. . 


AN EASTER HYMN. 


1 Give to the Lord a new-made song ; 
The strain from thee must flow : 
To thee, blest Bride, to thee belong 
New praises here below. 


2 No stranger’s voice his deeds can tell, 
His mighty acts proclaim, 
And say how man he saves from hell ; 
*Tis thou must speak his fame. 


3 By Egypt can his Love be sung, 
Shall she his truths declare ? 
Alas! she knows not Canaan’s tongue, 
Nor what his mercies are. 


4 In thee, thy God, with sevenfold light, 
His brightest beams displays. 
O then, to what a heavenly height, 
Should swell thy sounding lays. 
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5 But how will man’s unhallow’d ear 
Receive thy notes of praise ? 
The thunder’s crash he seeks to hear, 
And view the lightning’s blaze. 


6 Thy God another glory shows, 
Jerusalem, to thee, 
His yielding love subdues his foes, 4 
And deep humility. . 


7 He to the lacerating scourge 
His suffering body gave, 
Saw those the shameful insult urge, 
He dying strove to save. 


8 That brow, which earth could not adorn, 
Nor heav’n’s resplendent beams, 
Was circled with the piercing thorn, 
And stain’d with bleeding streams. 


9 The mocking reed to him was giv’n, 
Whose awful sceptre sways 
The extended realms of earth and heav’n. 
And hell itself obeys. 


10 All hail, O King! the scoffing crowd 
With bending knee exclaim, 
Whilst angels sing Hosannas loud. 
And bless his holy name. 


{1 But what were these to that dread hour. 
Gethsemane in thee! 
No tongue can tell what then he bore, 
No human eye could see. 


12 What to-that moment’s deeper gloom, 
The cross’s fearful night! 
There, could no ray of comfort come 
¥rom heay’n’s all-cheering light. 
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13 Now Satan triumph’d, now he cried, 
Who shall my power oppose P 
But when the Son of Mary died, 
The Lord of Life arose, 


i4 In strength arose, and down to hell 
A mighty Conqueror came ; 
Then, Satan, then, thy empire fell, 
Then knew his wondrous name. 
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


The present number commences the second half volume of the 
Repository, and the second annual payment of two dollars is now 
due. Mr. Daniel Thuun, No. 12, South Sixth street, is author- 
ized to receive the same, as also additional subscriptions. 


The editors, having transmitted to different parts of the Uni- 
ted States, a numberof copies of the Repository, which have not 
yet been subscribed for, and which consequently remain unsold, 
in the hands of some of our friends, hereby request that the same 
may be returned, as soon as opportunities offer, to the agent at 
Philadelphia, who is directed to pay all expenses which may have 
been incurred by such transmission, and which may accrue on re- 
turning the books. It is their intention to retain, on hand, com- 
plete copies of the work, in order that at a future time, persons 
who wish all the numbers, from the commencement, may be 
supplied. 


. 


Our friends are reminded, that the second annual convention 
of the New Church will be held at the New Jerusalem Temple, 
in the city of Baltimore, at 10 o’clock in the morning of Ascen- 
sion-day, A. D. 1818=62; which will fall on the 30th day of 
April. We earnestly request all our friends of the New Church to 
refresh their recollections as to the matters particularly proposed 
for consideration at the ensuing meeting, by turning to the journal 
of the first convention, published in our Sd number. 





